
                                              “Why Not Us?”
                                                     9/14/14

Last Sunday evening while watching the opening segment of Sunday night
Football, I heard a Country singer by the name of Carrie Underwood singing
A song, but it was not the song that struck me, it was the pictures and voices 
of NFL players from many different teams making this statement; “Why not
us?”  

-I know they were talking about “why not us” making it to the Super Bowl in 
the 2014-15 Football season.  All week long that question has struck me 
about us our homes and as a church, “Why Not Us”:

-Why not us, model the prayer Jesus prayed in John 17:21-23, “That they may all
be one; even as Thou, Father, art in Me, and I in Thee, that they also may be in 
us; that the world may believe that Thou didst send Me.  And the glory which Thou
hast given Me I have given to them; that they may be one, just as We are one; I in 
them, and Thou in Me, that they may be perfected in unity, that the world may 
know that Thou didst send Me, and didst love them, even as Thou didst love Me.”

-Friends if we do this you know what’s going to happen in our midst?

-We will bring the greatest glory to God that in the time we have been given;

-We will see more souls saved from the clutches of hell than ever before here and
around the world!

-We will see more men and women, boys and girls seeking to grow in 
Discipleship and Maturity—who know the right thing to do and choose to 
do it-----Regardless!  Our homes will be a lighthouse of His grace and love!

-We are looking at the subject “What Pleases the Lord?”  Last week we saw three
things in our sermon that please the Lord:
 1.  A Transformed Heart
 2.  Faith in the One True God that Pleases the Lord
 3.  Giving whole heartedly and sacrificially to His Work at home and around
                  The World is pleasing, well pleasing to the Lord.

-Today I want to look at the fourth thing that is pleasing to the Lord and that is 
UNITY!

-As the Father, is with the Son and the Spirit that we would be one together as a
congregation.
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-PRAY

-Unity is not uniformity----we are not all alike…  We are different, shapes, sizes, 
talents, abilities and gifts and colors.  All of us are different.

-Uniformity says we all have to be alike----Story of a group of pastors (12-15) came 
to a meeting, all had the same type of suit on, all had the same hair style, I kid you
not, all tried to look alike----That is uniformity.

-We are not called to uniformity, we are called to be one.  Locking arms together to
do the greatest good, to the greatest number for the greatest glory of God!  Unity
does not mean that we will always agree, but it does mean that we will always 
seek, in the midst of our differences to not give the devil and opportunity.  I have 
told many of boards this, when a discussion is held on a certain matter, there
needs to be good and lively discussion, there will be disagreements over how 
things might happen.  But once the decision is made, the vote is taken, we walk 
out of the room Unified!   

-Pushing back the darkness of sin and depravity as a unified body of believers that 
does not see some as more significant than others, but all being significant in the 
body of Christ is so vital!!!

-Look at Romans 15:5-7, “Why Not Us?”  Oneness that Paul Prays for, that Jesus
prayed for….this Oneness, this one accord.  Why Not Us?

What hinders being in one accord (unity) from happening?  
1.  Individuality, my ideas are the best ideas, my way is better than yours.
2.  Self-centered living---home, church.  The World fosters this kind of thinking 
     where it has to be my way or the highway.  Look at the problems that are 
     common place in the home, not just the church, it usually stems from one or the
     other spouse wanting their way instead of seeking the greatest glory of Christ in
     any given situation.

Preferences----take precedent over Purpose

3.  Friends, Satan and his allies do not want unity to happen, they see the power that
can be there if it does, so they will do everything they can to hinder being of one 
mind together.

What will it take for us to be one, unified at home and the church?  

Ephesians 4:1-3 gives us 7 commitments I don’t want us to miss, we are each 
accountable for.   Commitment---act of our will, choice made between our ears 
carried out in our heart!
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1.  Committed to walk in a manner that represents Christ.  How do we know if it
what we are doing represents Christ?  Great Commandments, Great Commission,
Fruit of the Spirit, Fruit of Wisdom!!!!  His glory is at stake in our life.  
-Remember He is and will always be glorified, but, will we from our life??????

2.  A Commitment to walk in Humility---lowliness of mind.  Not thinking of 
ourselves at all, dying to self.  Striving always for the greatest good, for the greatest 
number for the greatest glory of God!

3.  A Commitment to Gentleness---Power under control.  So hard but so necessary.
Gentleness is a consideration of those we are working with, not having it our way.

4.  A Commitment to Patience.  Long suffering.  Being in life, marriages, servant
Leadership in the Church for the long haul.  Being patient with one another as 
Christ is with us!

5.  A Commitment to Forbearance----We don’t use this word much today, but it 
literally means a commitment to build up, stand by and lift up one another.  Not
leaving one another when they are going through something difficult, but standing
with them, if need be lifting them up, helping bear the burden they are carrying!  

6.  A Commitment to have “Unity in the midst of diversity that is surrounded by
Grace!”  

7.  A Commitment to set our heart to preserve, not produce Unity.  As unity is 
with the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, we make it our highest effort to do what
 is necessary to preserve---live to do that which will bring the greatest glory to God.
-This takes OBEDIENCE and FAITHFULNESS!

WHY NOT US shinning forth the greatness of “UNITY” both in our home and
here at church?  Each of us here today have to make that choice.  

If we all lock arms together, In UNITY around His glory, watch what the Spirit
Does to bring glory to the Son through us!!!! 

That is pleasing to Christ!

Closing prayer! 
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