
                                   “Push Back….”What is pleasing to the Lord?”
                                                                     9/21/14

Hook:  We are confronted with all kinds of bullies in our land today.  The strong
picking on the weak, abusing them, hurting them both physically and emotionally.  
There is a rising public awareness of bullies and how to best deal with them, and
rightfully so!

-There is another type of bully I’d like to talk about this AM that we are confronted
with daily as Christ followers that is much more powerful than the play ground 
Bully and that is the bully I call “Temptation.”

-Each of us, as we go through our day are being tempted by our enemies the World,
the Flesh or the Devil.

-Temptations:  Telling us we deserve this or that!  Trying to enhance us to Buy 
something we don’t need or get involved with something that is not Necessarily 
good for us.

-We are tempted in all things, the Lust of the flesh-----The Lust of the eyes, The
boastful Pride of life…..!

-So many Christ followers are giving into these temptations and then wonder why
their not growing spiritually or having the impact that God intends us to have.  

-We’re giving into the bullies of temptation!  These are strong pulls to do what we
desire, what we want or makes us feel good.

-I have said so many times, “I don’t have to work hard at doing what is wrong, that
comes naturally, it is easy to give into these bullies and let them push me around,
and I am the worse for it.  

-We are looking in this series at “What Pleases the Lord?
 -Transformed heart
 -Faith
 -Well pleasing—giving wholeheartedly and unashamedley 
 -Unity

-Today, I want to address a fifth area that is pleasing to the Lord…Holiness of life!

-Pray

-Psalm 93:5, “Thy testimonies are fully confirmed; Holiness befits Thy house, O
Lord, forevermore.”
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-1 Peter 1:13-16 (Read)
I want to answer four questions for us this morning:

1.  How do I know if I am being bullied by Temptation?
Susanna Wesley, the godly mother of Charles and John Wesley wrote in a letter 
Dated June 8, 1725, “Take this rule:  whatever weakens your reason, impairs the
tenderness of your conscience, obscures your sense of God, or takes off your 
relish of spiritual things; in short, whatever increases the strength and authority of
your body over your mind, that thing is sin to you, however innocent it may be in 
itself.”   

-Sin promises freedom, but it only brings slavery (John 8:34); it promises success, 
but brings failure; it promises life, but “the wages of sin is death” (Romans 6:23)
WWW

-Temptation not pushed back against gives way to sin which leads to coldness 
Spiritually and for the un repentant eternal death!

-Christians are not people who are sinless, but who do sin less.  The bent of our life
is toward godliness/obedience….holiness!”  

 2.  Can I “push back” when Temptation hits me?   (for sure)
-Romans 6:11-14 (Read)

-Colossians 3:8-10;  “But now you also, put them all aside; anger, wrath, malice,
 slander, and abusive speech from your mouth.  Do not lie to one another, since 
you laid aside the old self with its evil practices, and have put on the new self
who is being renewed to true knowledge according to the image of the One who 
created you.”

-Galatians 5:16, “But I say, walk by the Spirit and you will not carry out the desire
of the flesh.”

3.  What are the essential steps necessary to “push back” against temptation?

1.  Recognize who our battle is against:  Ephesians 6:10-12

-The very word Satan means adversary---he is the bully, called a lion, but please
remember he is a toothless lion!!!!

2.  Reveal the lie:  2 Corinthians 10:4,5
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3.  Resist the bully:  James 4:7,8

4.  Replace the bully’s thoughts with truth:  1 Chronicles 29:11-12

5.  Renew your mind consistently:  Philippians 4:8

4.  How, if I’ve given into temptation do I reclaim the ground given?

1.  Confess & Repent:  1 John 1:9 is for Christians who give into the bully!
“The cords of sin get stronger the more we sin, yet sin deceives us into thinking 
We’re free and can quite sinning whenever w please.  As the invisible chains of 
habit are forged, we discover to our horror that we don’t have the strength to 
break them.  Millions of people in our world today are in one kind of bondage or
another and are seeking for deliverance, but the only One who can set them/us free
is Jesus Christ.  “John 8:36, “Therefore if the Son makes you free, you shall be free
indeed.”  

2.  Renounce:  “Lord, I renounce any and all hold this sin has on my life and I ask
you to break any and all bonds this sin has caused in my life.”  

3.  Reclaim:  Reclaim the ground you have given to the evil one.  Your thoughts,
speech, body, character.  “Lord, I reclaim all the ground that I have given to the evil
one in this area for Your glory and I ask You to be Lord and Master of my life.”  

-We have all the tools that are necessary for life and godliness dwelling within us!

May we be pleasing to Him by choosing holiness of life over self-centered desires.

-The bully “can” and “must” be “Pushed back against.”  
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