
                                            “A Fire for Prayer”
                                                   9-28-14

A few days ago I received from a childhood friend a picture of my father, when 
he was in his early 20’s.  It was not a picture that I had ever seen, and brought back 
a flood of warm, fun memories.  I loved talking to dad, hearing his wisdom, 
learning by his example.  When he died in 1961, the famed Ansley Herald, 
with it’s editor Raymond Jerusek, penned these words, “Last Friday this
community and area lost it’s top citizen.  The death of Eli Shada was tragic 
in many ways, to his wife, his four kids we will not understand the pain and 
grief they are going through, but to us as a community and area…..”

-Friends not only did I love talking to dad, but he loved talking to us.  Sure I
miss him and there is not a day that goes by, I don’t think of him but I can’t 
change the reality of death and separation.  

-I am was so glad when I learned the truth of these words from Romans 8:15-17.

-Adoption---full rights and privileges afforded to birth children.

-Children of God----heirs of God, fellow heirs with Christ

-The wonderful truth of knowing that 24/7, 365 days out of the year, that our
Heavenly daddy, never sleeps or slumbers and always enjoys hearing from His
children.  

-What is pleasing to the Lord?  When His children talk to Him----Pray!

-We are in a several part series asking the question, “what is pleasing to the 
Lord?  We have learned several things that pleases the Lord:
 -Transformed heart
 -Faith
 -Well pleasing to the Lord, when we give, whole heartedly, sacrificially
              and without shame to international missions Phil. 4:18-29
 -Why Not us!  Locking arms in the unity of the Spirit in the bond of 
              peace, recognizing the difference between one another, but choosing to
              have “Unity in the midst of diversity surrounded by grace.
 -We learned last week, what was pleasing to the Lord is when we pushed
              back against temptation, not giving into sin of any kind!

-Today we want to talk about building a fire for, a burden for prayer.  Not to make 
us feel guilty but instead to motivate us to be men and women, boys and girls 
that pray!  
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-PRAY                                  (Let’s ask several questions)

1.  What is prayer?  Prayer is speaking back to God what He has given us from His
Word!  It is utter dependence on Him.  It is the realization that a part from Him 
working in and through us we can do nothing!  It is loving Him enough to talk to 
Him and listen.  

-It is admitting in humility and personal weakness our great need for Him!

2.  Why don’t we pray?  Self sufficiency.  I will call on God in the big things of life.
But all the little things He expects me to handle……No!!!

Jim Cymbala, “The devil is not terribly frightened of our human efforts and credentials. 
But he knows his kingdom will be damaged when we begin to lift up our hearts to 
God.”

3.  Why be a people of Prayer?  Look at our personal life and how lacking we are in 
the
things of God, the family situations all around us, the state of our neighborhoods, 
schools, State, Nation and World!  We are in trouble!  Have been, are and will always 
be apart from
God!  People all over giving into the sins of the flesh, the boastful pride of life, the lust 
of 
the eyes.  Envy, strife, dissension amongst brothers and sisters in Christ abound!!

-Luke 19:46, Jesus words, “It is written, and My house shall be a house of prayer, but 
you
have made it a robbers den.”  We are the house/temple of God

-When we work, we work, when we pray God works!  

-James 4:1-3 review

4. How should we pray?

-Posture of prayer; knees, standing, lifting hands toward heaven, fall on your face are 
all
postures recorded in prayer.  The posture is not the significance it is the bowing of our
heart and soul before God!  Some of us need to fall on our face more often in prayer!

-What are some of those wrong motives James is talking about?  I want what I want, 
what satisfies me.  God put your stamp of approval on “my” desires!

-Instead we need to pray “Lord not my will by thine be done.”
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-1 John 5:14-15, asking according to his Will

-Friends even the cults pray, so we as Christ followers, “Pray in the Name of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and in the Power of the Holy Spirit!  

-John 15:7, what does it mean to abide in Him and His words to abide in us?  I am so 
convinced the great need is to pray scripture---You think that it is His will from His
Word?  

-I want to share some of the texts I pray for us regularly: (note it is scripture/His will!)
 -Eph. 1:18,19
 -Eph. 3:14-21
 -Eph. 4:1-3
 -Phil. 1:9-11
 -Col. 1:9-12
 -1 Thes. 3:12-13, “That our love would increase and abound and our faith 
would
              mature.”
 -John 7:38, “He who believes in me, as the scripture said, from his innermost
             being shall flow rivers of living water.”
 -2 Cor. 5:11, “Therefore knowing the fear of the Lord we persuade men.”  That 
             we would have a proper fear of the Lord.  (Reverence, Respect, Honor, Awe)
 -For our children that know Christ:  Luke 2:52, “that they would grow in wis-
dom
             and stature and in favor with God and man.”  Psalm 90:17, “That God would
             confirm for them the work of their hands.”  
             That their character and conduct would be pleasing to the Lord:  Respect, 
Kindness
              and Truth, this year’s prayer.  
             We memorized the kids schedule and prayed for them throughout the day, 
why?  
             Not just because of the world we live in, but what we wanted to see God do in 
             and through them.  Story of Matt and his best friend Nate, “Before practice and 
             of course before games----go off in a corner to pray!”  

 -If unsaved, praying for your children’s and friends salvation—Romans 10:1, 
             1 Timothy 2:1-6
    
-The other day a crisis in a family came up, instead of rushing to their side, “PRAY.”

-A special note to you Husbands, pray for and with your families….it is not easy, but 
essential! You are the model they will follow!
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Closing Prayer:  Lord, may we allow you to make us a people that you want us to be.
Fill Living Faith Fellowship, those who are here today and who will be here in the days
ahead with “Fresh Fire for Prayer and the study of your Word.”  Break our pride, 
soften our hearts and fill us to overflowing with your Holy Spirit!  And all God’s peo-
ple 
said, ‘Amen’”
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