
“What Pleases the Lord”

For the last several weeks we have been discussing the subject of “What pleases 
The Lord.”  It has been good for me and I am sure I could have added several 
other areas to this subject but these have really stuck out for me and I hope you:
 -A Transformed Heart pleases the Lord
 -Faith
 -Well pleasing –giving whole heartedly, and sacrificially
 -Unity---Why Not Us!  Locking arms, accepting one another’s differences
              nd choosing to grant grace in the midst of diversity!!!  Not happening in
              Many churches today at all.  But it does please the Lord.
 -Pushing back against temptation—not giving into sin!

-A fire for prayer!
-Telling others about God’s Son.  Willing, eager and unashamed of the 
  gospel of Christ!  

-Why do I want to be pleasing to the Lord?  The motivation is so vital to do this!
-2 Corinthians 5:21, “He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, that
we might become the righteousness of God in Him.”
-Romans 5:8, “But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were
yet sinners, Christ died for us.”  “The love of Christ compels me!!!!”
-Colossians 1:13,14, “For He delivered us from the domain of darkness, and trans-
ferred us to the kingdom of His beloved Son, in whom we have redemption the 
Forgiveness of sins.”  

Today is the last in our series of “What pleases the Lord.”  I believe this morning you
had exemplified from six individuals “what is pleasing to the Lord.”  Six people 
chose to be “Obedient” to what the Lord has commanded in scripture to do!  

Question to ponder to think on as we look at this word:  “What are the areas in where
we know we are to be obedient to the Lord in but are choosing not to?”

Pray

-John 14:21, Friends we not only please the Lord—but show Him we love Him when
we OBEY what He has called us to be and do!

-Obedience—Submissive to the command of authority

Some examples of those who obeyed though it wasn’t easy:
-Noah’s obedience saved his family from the flood
-Abraham’s obedience resulted in his becoming the father of a great nation, God’s 
chosen people, Israel.
-Moses let the Israelites out of Egyptian bondage
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-Joshua won the battle of Jericho by following God’s supernatural strategy.
-David refused to harm Saul, the anointed King
-Paul followed God’s will and took the gospel to the Gentiles

Dueteronomy 28:1-3  Promise of blessing comes after Obedience…note the opposite
is also true in 28:15-16.  

Q:What are the types of Blessings God bestows on those who choose to be Obedi-
ent?

A.  Peace, joy and contentment.  These internal qualities often result when we step out
in faith and obey God.  We don’t have to worry or wonder if were doing the right thing 
when we are obedient to what He has set before us.  

B.  Spiritual growth.  We will have more faith to obey the next time God challenges us 
to do something.  

C.  Eternal blessings.  When we stand before God at the Judgment seat of Christ, we 
will be rewarded for our obedience.  2 Cor. 5:9,10

Let’s learn some lessons from Peter’s life:  Luke 5:1-11
-Peter was nearby listening to Jesus. He had just spent all night fishing and caught 
nothing.

-Jesus entered Peter’s boat so he could address the crowd better

-Peter listened to Jesus’ request, he responded by explaining that he was completely 
unsuccessful the night before in his attempt to catch fish.  Nevertheless, he obeyed the 
Lord
raised the sails on his ship, and headed out into deep water.

-Peter received the reward of obedience.  

Q.  What would have happened if Peter had said, “I am the fisherman here---
you’re the preacher, I just spent all night fishing in my favorite spots and “Nothing!”  I 
am 
tired, I and my team are weary, my crew and I need some rest.

-James and John the two sons of thunder were watching to see how Peter would re-
spond.
They were amazed along with Peter at the outcome.
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Obedience:
1.  We might not know all that is before us or the reasons why
     “we are merely asked to obey!”  I don’t want to---do it anyway and trust God for the
       Outcome!  Obedience is a choice---it is a crisis of the will---“Mine or God’s?”

2.  Others are watching and waiting to see what we will do.  Vs. 5….So important!
“But at your bidding, I will let down the net!”  Many will follow your example!
  
Many times we will be asked to do things that are beyond us, costs us more than we 
think
we can afford---Time, Talents-Treasures.

3.  Consistent obedience involves Worship & Awe of the One True God!  Vs. 8,9

4.  Life’s purpose will often be refocused the more obedient we become!  Vs. 10

We not only please the Lord when we obey, we show Christ our love for Him as we
Obey!
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