
If someone from the days of Jesus could travel through time into our modern 
world they would be fascinated with many things but perhaps nothing would be 
more shocking than the crosses they would find on necklaces, in churches, ceme-
teries, and Christian lyrics. It would be no less confusing if one of us travelled 
into the future and found people wearing electric-chair necklaces or singing songs 
about the long, blessed needle of lethal injection.

It would be scandalous. Offensive. Moronic.

Which is exactly how first-century people felt about Christians and their leader 
who had died on a cross. "The word of the cross is foolishness to those who are 
perishing," Paul told the Corinthians, "but to us who are being saved it is the 
power of God” (1 Corinthians 1v18).

The only reason these advent readings can finish with a cross is that they began 
with a manger. Without the manger there would be no cross because, “. . . it was 
necessary for him to be made in every respect like us, his brothers and sisters, so 
that he could be our merciful and faithful High Priest before God. Then he could 
offer a sacrifice that would take away the sins of the people” (Hebrews 2v17).

The baby of Christmas was born in Bethlehem to die on Calvary. Born for us, to 
die for us.

If you ever wonder about God’s brand, look at His logo, Jesus. Two of the most 
enduring images of His life aren’t money and crowns, but a manger and a cross.

His first advent was humble. His second will be glorious. And, just as Christmas 
returns whether you're ready or not, so, too, will Jesus. When - not if - it happens, 
will you be prepared? If you're trusting in Jesus for forgiveness, rest assured. You 
may not be ready for Christmas but you're ready for the second advent of the 
Logo of God. And that's more important, anyway.

“In the beginning was the Word. And the Word was with God. And the word was 
God.”

When the Apostle John wrote that sentence 2000 years ago, he used the Greek 
word “logos," which we translate as "the Word." The Greek word, "logos," gives 
us our word, “logo."

Just as a good logo captures the heart of the brand it represents, so does the logo, 
or word, of God, represent the heart of God. This “word” became flesh in Jesus 
Christ. So Jesus is God’s brand: everything about God in one recognizable image.
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Logos: The Brand of God, is a collection of 25 Advent Readings designed to help 
us see the heart of God through His "logo," Jesus Christ.

Written by Gregg Madsen, Pastor of Steadfast Gretna.
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