
 Dear Friends,

Have you ever received a gift that was just so extravagant it was hard to 
believe it was really given to you and was really yours?  

As a Christ follower we have gifts that are so extravagant and generous 
that have been given to us by grace it is so amazing.  I was drawn in my 
study as I prepare for this Sundays sermon to vs. 7 of chapter 1 of 
Ephesians.  Oh, my is this powerful and wonderful to comprehend, "In 
Christ we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of 
our trespasses, according to the riches of His grace which He lav-
ished upon us."  

The word lavished means that someone bestows something in generous 
or extravagant quantities upon the recipient.  Take a moment with me to 
note what we have as part of the riches of His grace, that unmerited, un-
deserved, abundant favor we receive as a child of God through the shed 
blood of Christ.  Someone wisely said when we stop being thrilled with 
the grace of God we need to check our spiritual temperature.  By His 
grace and through His blood note what we have in generous, extrava-
gant quantities, "Redemption."  Redemption that purchasing back, that 
paying of the ransom for, that releasing from bondage through the shed 
blood of Christ,  all that one receives at the moment of being born again.  
That's not all, He lavished upon us extravagant "Forgiveness."  Declar-
ing a guilty sinner, forgiven, totally and completely.   Past, present and 
future sins, wiped away, choosing never to use ones past against them.  
God lavished upon us, generously, through the shedding of His own 
blood, not only redemption, but the forgiveness of sins!  

I don't know how this extravagant love hits you, but as I seek to go 
deeper in understanding this grace He has freely given, what more 
should pour out of our life than worship and obedience to His plan for our 
life!

Have a great day all, 

Doug
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