
                                                                                    Be all God created you to be
                                         Ephesians study Intro: 1:1-2
                                                Winter/Spring 2015

For nearly 20 years the Army used this slogan penned by Earl Carter an advertising
agent, “Be all you can be” in the Army.  It was an effective slogan to encourage 
young men and women to join the Army to truly be fulfilled in their life.  

Whether it did or didn’t it was an effective slogan that became very popular. 

-Today we begin our “winter and spring sermon series from the book of Ephesians
that I have entitled “Be all God created you to be….and pass it on.”  I don’t want to 
short change God with my life and I don’t believe you do either.  But there are some
basic essentials necessary if we are going to live the completed, maturing life that
God has designed for us, His church to live.  The book of Ephesians is written to
assist believers in understanding what this looks like and to help us “Be all God
created us to be for His glory and to pass it on to the next generation.”  

-Prayer

-Ephesians is one of the four prison Epistles.  All four, Ephesians, Philippians, 
Colossians and Philemon were written while Paul was in a Roman Prison, by the way
Paul had to cover his own expenses while being imprisoned in Rome.

-Ephesus, was a large commercial, political and religious center.  The great temple
of  the goddess Artemis (Diana) being there.  It was a trading center in what is known 
as modern day Turkey today.  

-On Paul’s second missionary journey he made a brief stop in Ephesus and left two of
His disciples there to start the church Aquila and Priscilla Acts 18:18,19a.  On Paul’s 
third missionary journey he stopped there and spent three years there, teaching, training 
and equipping these men and women to take the Gospel to the World.  Acts 19:10, says 
that they did a pretty good job of it!

-Several remarkable things happened in Ephesus.  Paul baptized a dozen of John the 
Baptist’s followers.  He had discussions in the hall of Tyrannus.  Unusual miracles 
occurred, strange events took place, sorcerers were converted, and a city rioted over
a silversmith Demetrius’ loss of business because of people who turned to Christ from
worshipping the great Ephesian goddess Artemis. 

-This letter which was circulated to the many believers in this area was designed to 
help
 them grow in maturity, become complete in Christ.  In other words “Be all God 
created them to be!  
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-For that to happen, Ephesians teaches:
-The riches and fullness of blessings in Christ to believers 1:3-14.  The riches of God’s 
Grace, the unsearchable riches of Christ, His glory.  
-Paul admonishes believers to be filled with the fullness of God, to come to the unity 
of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God and to be filled with the Spirit!

-These riches in Christ are based on God’s grace, His peace, His will, His pleasure 
and purpose, His glory, His calling and inheritance, His power, and strength, His love
and workmanship, His Spirit, His suffering, His offering, His sacrifice and His armor.  

-The word Riches is used 5 times in this letter---Grace is used 12 times---Glory 8 
times,
fullness, or filled 6 times.  

-The key phrase “In Christ, or In Him” some 12 times.  

-Chapters 1-3, Emphasize NT Doctrine
-Chapter 4-6,  The Practical focus on Christ honoring behavior.  Living out what we 
believe.

-Above all this letter is a letter of encouragement and admonition.  Written to 
remind believers of their immeasurable blessings in Jesus Christ.  We are challenged
not only to be thankful for these blessings, but also to live in a manner worthy of them 
and to pass the truths of these on to the next generation.

-Satan often tempts with self-satisfaction which breeds complacency.  It was for this 
reason Paul reminds in Chapter 6, of the full and sufficient spiritual armor and the 
battle that is raging.  He teaches us that the tools we are entrusted with are sufficient
for the battle, “1)  His Spirit  2) His Word  3)  His availability through prayer!

-All Believers are fellow heirs of Christ.  Jews and Gentiles alike, equal!  A truth 
hidden from OT believers often called a “Myster” an unrevealed truth until this time.

-The Church is Christ’s bride, a spiritual body of believers, not as an organization but
a living organism.  Related and interdependent parts…..all of  us important for the
fulfillment of His purpose.  The Holy Spirit is the very life blood of this body!

2.  Some lessons for us from the church at Ephesus:

-Acts 20:17-35 Paul speaks to the Ephesian Elders/Leaders for the last time:  

Four things that made them a strong Church:
1)  They were committed to a Great Person:  Jesus Christ (19)
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2)  They were committed to a great purpose; Building the Church: Evangelism, 
     Discipleship and the Protecting of the church.  (28)

3)  They were committed to a great principle:  To live by grace---To serve and to
     give sacrificially!  (35)

4)  They followed Paul’s example of dying to self and living for Christ’s glory. (24)

Now turn with me to Revelation 2:1-7, some 20-30 years after the church has been
started and see Christ’s words to them.

-What had happened to this once great church?  They had left their first love!  They
had gotten their eyes off of Jesus Christ and His glory and onto other things.  They
are admonished to return.

-History tells us the church at Ephesus after this warning did do that and for quite 
sometime made huge difference in their world.  Then sadly, like so often happens
the church disintegrated, became ineffective and today is no more.

-Why?  Sadly, they had gotten their eyes off of passing what they were taught on to
the next generation.  Building into those younger M/W/boys and girls the elements of
Faith that will keep them going regardless of the difficulties in life they will face.  
They did not model in life and testimony what it meant to be Christ like in their speech
and behavior, to grow in maturity/completeness in Christ-----Regardless!

Ephesians 1:1,2:
-Apostle; the word means “Messenger.”  These were men who were eyewitnesses of
the resurrected Jesus and were chosen by God to lay the foundation of the Church by
preaching, teaching and writing scripture.

-Saints; Faithful, those whom God had set apart from sin to Himself, made holy 
through
their faith in Christ.

-Grace to you; A common greeting in the early church.

-God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ; From them came the authority which 
Paul 
spoke, as well as the blessing of grace and peace which Paul spoke to all believers.  

-Next week we will be looking at Eph. 1:3-14.  “Living in light of what God has done 
for 
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us!”

-Prayer:  “Lord you have given us the tools necessary to grow in maturity and com-
pleteness
in Christ.   The Power of the Holy Spirit is within each of us as believers in Christ to 
teach 
us the Word, and to help us see the essential of prayer to empower each of us to live in 
a 
manner you are worthy of!  May we not short change you with our life but truly be all 
You
have created us to be for your glory.  And to pass what we have been entrusted with on 
to 
the generations to follow for your glory.”
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