
  Dear Friends,

These words from the OT are a strong and good reminder for us as we 
walk through the cold and often very difficult times of life.  From Leviticus 
6:12-13 we read, "And the fire on the altar shall be kept burning on it.  It 
shall not go out, but the priest shall burn wood on it every morning; and 
he shall lay out the burnt offering on it, and offer up in smoke the fat por-
tions of the peace offerings on it.  Fire shall be kept burning continually 
on the altar, It is not to go out."  

We see many Christian men and women who have let their fire go out 
and wonder why when life and all it's curves, hills and hard times hit they 
don't have what it takes to not only stand strong for His glory.  We are 
often saddened that we are not making the kingdom difference in others 
lives as we want to.  The fire keeps going out!  

Sure I understand there is no OT sacrifices and that Christ fulfilled the 
sacrificial law, but Christian friends the picture is so good for us.  We are 
the priest of our individual lives responsible to God for maintaining holi-
ness and righteousness (practical) before Him.  This cannot happen un-
less we kindle the fire of the Holy Spirit with the Word of God on a daily 
basis.  This happens through obedience to His Word and a faithfulness 
to what He has called us to be.  I note in this text that the OT Priest did 
this the first thing in the morning.  The picture for our personal life is so 
real and important to grasp.  

When we choose to present our life to God in personal surrender and 
sacrifice, dying to selfishness and living in the power of the Holy Spirit, 
feeding our soul with the Word of God, our lives become a fragrant 
aroma to the Lord and to those we are around.  We are the living sacri-
fice, holy and acceptable to God which is our spiritual service of worship 
(Romans 12:1).  

God has provided the kindling (His written Word), may we keep the fire of 
our soul burning brightly for His glory all the days He gives us!

Have a great day,

Doug
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