
 “God has a secret”
                                                       Ephesians 3:1-13

Hook:  Many years ago there was a popular T.V. show titled “I’ve got a secret.”
You had to guess what that was with the individual guests that came up,  it
was fun to watch.  Did you know “God has a secret?”  He does!  Those in the OT
did not know what it was, the Angels were not aware of it, even the Jewish and
Gentile Christians were not aware of it….But God has a secret and in todays 
text Paul is going to reveal it for all to see.  

-Turn to Ephesians 3:1-13, “God has a secret,” (look at one another and say to
each other, “God has a secret!”  It is called a the “Mystery of Christ.”  It is revealed
In vs. 6 of chapter 3, so vital for all of us to see, here’s the mystery…  “to be specific
that the Gentiles are fellow heirs and fellow members of the body, and fellow
partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus through the Gospel….”  

-Believing Jews & Gentiles are joined together in “one body---called the Church of
Jesus Christ.”  That was a revolutionary concept for Jews and Gentiles alike and it
still is today…..

-PRAY

-Mystery—is a sacred secret, that is unknown to unbelievers, but understood and 
treasured by the people of God.  It is a truth hidden by God in times past and is now
revealed to those who are in His family!

-We are studying in the book of Ephesians, we have learned of our possessions in 
Christ chapter 1 & 2 as well as our position in Christ now that we are saved by grace
through faith in Christ.  

-Vs. 3:1
-Paul begins this next section of his letter to the Church, “wanting them to be all that
God intended them to be” and is about to offer a prayer on behalf of these believers.
But he stopped right in the middle sentence 3:1 and digressed on the subject of the
Mystery of Christ and His body the Church and his/Paul’s responsibility to share 
this truth with not only the Jews but primarily the Gentiles, whom he was a 
prisoner in a Roman jail because of this teaching!  Paul explains why he was in 
jail and picks up his prayer in vs. 14-21 for the Church…..  He is saying, “I am a 
prisoner in this Roman jail, because I believed in God’s new program of uniting
believing Jews and Gentiles into one body, the church.”  

-Now Paul explains this “sacred secret” for all of us to see and behold!  Remember
Paul was an Orthodox Jew, a Pharisee of Pharisee’s before he was saved!  So this
Oneness in Christ----Jew and Gentile as a part of Christ’s church was a big deal!  
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1.  The Mystery explained 3:2-6

-Vs. 2, Stewardship:  Administration, a trust to be dispensed.  Paul was to administer 
God’s
grace which was given to Him because He was an Apostle to the Gentiles!  He was not
only to go to the Gentiles with the good news of salvation through Christ, but also with
the message that Jews and Gentiles are “NOW ONE” in Christ!

-God made Paul a steward of  “the mystery” with the responsibility of sharing it with 
the
gentiles.  Paul, was a faithful steward, which resulted in him being falsely accused and
imprisoned.

-Vs. 3-5, The revelation of this mystery was by God, according to His grace!  “This 
truth
had not been revealed in the OT Scriptures.  It was revealed to the NT apostles and 
prophets by the Holy Spirit

-This insight was not Paul’s own discovery, in other words, it was revealed by God so 
that
He would take it to the Gentiles!  

-Revealed—means to uncover or unveil something that has been completely covered 
or 
hidden.

-Vs. 6, Paul defined the Mystery of the Church---One in Christ!!!

1.  Fellow heirs together of God’s riches—Possession & Position!
2.  Fellow members of the body—the same as 2:16 of Ephesians His Church!  Human 
birth determines our racial distinction, but our spiritual birth unites us as members of
the same body.  Christ is the “HEAD” of this body (Eph. 5:22,23) and each individual 
member shares in the ministry!  No one greater than the other!  All integral parts of
His body the Church!!!!
3.  Fellow partakers of the promise.  Sharers together in the promise---in Christ Jesus 
as 
well as the power in Christ (Vs. 7).  This is why it is so important we see the truth that 
we are preservers of the unity, (4:3) not producers!!!  

-Believing Jews and Gentiles are joined together in the Gospel into one body--The 
Church!  One in Christ!  
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-Paul has described the Mystery of the Church, now he discusses his ministry in dis-
pensing
it to the Gentiles.  Vs. 7-8a

-Paul described what all of us need to grasp as our responsibility.  Servant, Serv-
ing—in
Humility the Gospel!  As a waiter—ministering God’s grace, in God’s strength/power!

-Vs. 8b-9, Paul was to disclose publically to everyone, not just the Ephesians, this sa-
cred
stewardship he was given by God, the secret no longer to be hidden.  

-Note who are the ones getting educated about the Church, not just the Jews and Gen-
tiles.
-Vs 10, The Angels might see the manifold wisdom of God.  God shines forth His glory
not only in the Heavens friends….But in His Church.   

-Manifold—Beauty of an embroidered pattern or the variety of colors in 
flowers….God
brings believers together---their individual, gifts, talents and abilities, Jews and Gen-
tiles
alike—ONE IN HIS CHURCH.  Evidence of God’s wisdom! 

-Why?  That Angelic beings, good and evil alike are being educated by means of the 
Church.  Remember Angels are created beings and not omniscient—they don’t know 
everything.  

-Certainly the Angels rejoice at the repentance of a lost sinner.  They also watch the 
activities of the local assembly and learn.  What do they learn from the church---the
manifold wisdom of God, not only in His magnificent Creation of the Universe but
of His creation the Church----One in Christ through His shed blood, both Jew and
Gentile!  God’s great plan of salvation!

-Q.  “What are the evil angels learning from God’s mystery?  That their leader Satan, 
does
not have any wisdom.  Satan knows the Bible, and he understood the OT Scriptures, 
That
the Savior would come, when He would come, how He would come and where He 
would come.  Satan also understood why He would come as far as redemption was 
concerned.  But nowhere in the OT would Satan find any prophecies concerning the 
church
“The Mystery” of the Jews and Gentiles united into one body, seated with Christ in the
Heavenlies, and completely victorious over Satan.”  
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Vs. 11-13 Our Instruction as Believers

-Now all believers are to be faithful stewards of this great truth, this Mystery, this sa-
cred
secret…by how we live, how we treat one another, how we treat fellow believers both 
Jew
and Gentile!

-Through faith in Christ—We as Christ followers are to have all Boldness—Courage 
and
Confidence to proclaim God’s eternal plan, live out God’s eternal plan confidently!

Four things to take home from this powerful truth from Ephesians 3:1-13 of the one-
ness
of the Church, this sacred secret

-1.  Vs. 13, don’t be discouraged---expect this kind of treatment when you speak the 
truth
of God’s redemption through the cross of Jesus Christ

2.  Be confident, this is the most significant truth that all need to hear and see!

3.  Be courageous until He calls us home, not timid or ashamed of the uniting Gospel 
of
Jesus Christ

4.  Guard the unity of the Spirit of Oneness in the Church many watching, World/
Angels!
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