
 Dear Friends,

When our kids were young (which was a long time ago now) we had a 
character book that we would often read to them.  In this book they had 
opposite character qualities listed and a little story behind each one that 
focused on character development.  Here is an example, "Look at me 
Louie" was a person who had to be the center of attention, everything 
had to be about them.  Pride and a self centered life style marked them. 
The opposite was a person like "Helen the humble," who lived each day 
to glorify Christ and benefit others.  You catch the thought behind the 
book I am sure, but it was quite good to go over both the positive and 
negative character qualities that are honoring and dishonoring to God in 
a light and fun format with our two kids.

There was one that I watched played out this past week which was very 
refreshing and made a huge difference in this persons demeanor that re-
ceived it.  There was a person in our meeting like "Eddie the encourager" 
who takes advantage of each opportunity they have to build another per-
son up, encouraging, uplifting them in a special way.  I watched this "Ed-
die" (not their real name) take and build up that person who was drained 
with the pressures of life, the burden of the responsibilities that they car-
ried in life and ministry and "Eddie" the encourager came along and 
shared some words that brought the needed refreshment, uplift that this 
person benefited from tremendously.  Kind of like what Solomon says in 
Proverbs that a "cool glass of water on a hot day will bring."  

So often we as Christians try and fix others, thinking in some way this will 
help them, instead of letting the Lord do the changing and we be like 
"Eddie" and encourage others in a manner that builds up.  God will do 
the changing and really doesn't need our help in this to often.    

The opposite in the book was a "Draining Dotty."  This is the person who 
drains the energy from others by their speech and actions.  I am sure 
you have been around this type of person at one time or another in your 
life.    
Harley in his book "His needs, Her needs" gives a simple formula that is 
good to know when he says that "we as individuals should give 14 en-
couraging thoughts to each thought of rebuke or correction."  I like that 
formula friends as I have seen it work time and time again with individu-
als that are on the front line of faith and battle who are refreshed and en-
couraged when a fellow warrior shares words/thoughts that build up, 
support  and encourages.  I kind of think this is what the writer of He-
brews means when in chapter 3 he states, "But encourage one another 
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day after day, as long as it is still called "Today," lest any one of you be 
hardened by the deceitfulness of sin."  

Have a great day friends and join me in looking/taking  the many oppor-
tunities God gives us to be like "Eddie the Encourager," you won't believe 
the difference you will make in someones life!

It is great to co-labor with each of you in His harvest field,

Doug
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