
 Dear Friends,

When a shield is removed from something it is covering and protecting, 
the item left uncovered is vulnerable to harm of all kinds.  What we see 
happening in our nation on a grand scale, in homes and even churches 
all around the land is that we have removed the one shield of protection 
that is there for us and many are left vulnerable.  God's Word is that 
shield!    

We think that somehow we know better than God and His Word in what 
it takes to have a strong family unit, in leading a church or in the greater 
society as a whole.  Is it any wonder we see so much disrespect for one 
another, looting, rioting, death and destruction  with no hope and guid-
ance, whether in Baltimore or in any number of places around the land?  
We think that if we pour more and more money into a problem that 
somehow it is fixed.  The basic problem is clear, and that is this, we have 
removed God and His Word from the significant place it must hold in the 
center of our life and being, in the center of our church and society!

Proverbs 30 and vs 5 says, "Every word of God is tested; He is a shield 
to those who take refuge in Him."  "God's word truly is a lamp unto our 
feet and a light for our path!"  

Friends, my rant is over, we will not make a lot of difference in Baltimore, 
Ferguson or even in our Government.  But we can make sure, for the 
one we look at in the mirror each day, that we along with the Apostle Paul 
can say, "For this reason I also suffer these things, but I am not 
ashamed; For I know whom I have believed and I am convinced that He 
is able to guard what I have entrusted to Him until that day (2 Timothy 
1:12).  

Discouragement happens, when I think there is no hope, nothing will 
ever change.  I am so glad that God's grace is sufficient for each of us, 
His shield is there for our protection, it is called a "Shield of Faith (Ephe-
sians 6).  Trusting in Him at all times, getting to know Him more person-
ally than ever before and being about His great work He has called each 
of us to do is our responsibility.  No matter how dark this world becomes, 
The Light of the World has called each of us to shine forth His light that 
get's brighter and brighter within each of us as we allow His Truth to 
permeate our innermost being.  

Don't remove the shield friends, instead make it stronger and more effi-
cient and effective than ever before for His glory!  Then handle accu-
rately and wisely the Sword of the Spirit which is the Word of God!
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Your friend,

Doug

 Page 2

	 	 Devo by Doug Shada, Living Faith Fellowship	 April 29, 2015


