
 Dear Friends,

This past Monday I traveled to Omaha to pick up our ministry partner 
who had flown in from Africa that was going to be with us this week here 
in Kearney.  It is always a joy and challenge to be around Martin Simiyu 
the founder of Possibilities Africa for sure.  But this Monday was a little 
different, I took a few minutes to be with all six grand kids that God has 
given Farrol & me.  They did not know I was in town so when I first saw 
them, whether it was picking two up from school and surprising them, or 
taking three out for ice cream or ringing the door bell and our youngest 
saw me through the window, the smiles on their faces melted this ole 
man's heart.  

I have thought about this a lot during the week friends.  When we are 
with people whether it is through the church we belong to or in our indi-
vidual community does the smile on our face evoke an encouraging 
emotion from their life?  It is easy not to have a warm smile when we 
greet someone, with all the pressures that many are facing in our world 
today.  Yet, when our heart is filled with His joy, His love and His hope, 
what shows on the outside is a radiant smile that encourages and uplifts 
those we are around.  

I don't have to work hard at having a frown most days, but it takes a con-
sistent and abiding presence with the Lord to have a glowing smile that 
comes from a heart filled with Christ.  Some of us have sat at the bed 
side of a person not long for this world with their bodies wrecked with 
sickness and pain and yet watched them smile, knowing that it comes 
from a heart filled with the warm confidence of the presence of their Sav-
ior that they soon will be with!  WOW!!!

Friends, it is cold, wet and dreary here in Kearney today.  It does not 
have to be in our heart though as we allow the Son to shine brightly in us 
bringing the warmth and glow of His presence to be seen through us.

Have a great day friends, and let the richness of your relationship with 
Christ be seen as you come in contact with people.  You will never know 
the difference your smile might make in someone's life!

Your friend,

Doug
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