
“Walking Rightly Before God”                                                 
Ephesians 4:17-24

Question:  Why if we are Christians, saved by grace through faith in Christ alone
do we many times live like non-Christians, allowing the old nature to lead us?

-I am challenged by Proverbs 6:16-19, that we see happening all too often in the 
Church and should not.  “There are six things which the Lord hates, yes, seven 
which are an abomination to Him;  Haughty eyes, a lying tongue, and hands that
shed innocent blood, a heart that runs rapidly to evil, a false witness who utters
lies, and one who spreads strife among brothers.”  

-When we give into the old way of doing things our life is much like the garbage
dump, we began to stink up the place. 

-Dr. Wiersbe often uses this analogy in texts like this, “Why as a Christ follower
do we insist on wearing our “GRAVE” Clothes instead of our GRACE Clothes?”

-Friends we continue our study in the book of Ephesians, one of the four prison 
Epistles that Paul wrote from a Roman Prison: Philippians, Colossians and 
Philemon being the other three.

-Paul is writing the book of Ephesians to a group of believers to help them 
Understand the foundational truths of scripture that is theirs in Jesus Christ, 
Chapter 1-3 and then how to live in light of these truths chapters 4-6.  We are in
the very practical portion of Ephesians, chapter 4 vs’s 17-24 today, “Walking
Rightly Before God.”    

-Friends, Paul is urging believers to walk in holiness of character as well as in the
Unity of the Spirit!  People in our World need to see a Christians life lived in 
obedience, not just intellectual knowledge!  As James said, “We need to be doers
of the word and not mere hearers only (James 1:22).”  We are alive in Christ!!!
No longer dead in our sins!!!  

1.  Eph. 4:17-19, Examining our Old Self

-The Word Gentiles speaks of our old nature, before Christ, before receiving for-
giveness, acceptance, and security.  Why, if you have been forgiven, accepted and
secure in Christ, do you insist on living as unsaved people? 

-“This I say Therefore.”  

-17, Note the characteristics of the unsaved walk:  In the futility of their mind----
Paul explains the difference between unsaved people and the saved.  Christians 
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should think differently than the unsaved.  

-The unsaved thinking was futile---void of useful aim or goal.
-They were dead in their sins.  The unsaved people failed to attain to the true 
purpose of their mind, namely to receive God’s revelation of the Gospel!!!

-Salvation begins with repentance, which is a change of mind!  The whole outlook
of a person changes when they receive Christ, including our values, goals and
life’s view.  

-Our world today possesses a great deal of knowledge, but very little wisdom.  
Henry David Thoreau stated, “we have improved means to unimproved ends.”  

-Vs. 18, the unsaved mind is darkened in their understanding, they think they are
enlightened because they reject the Bible and believes man’s philosophies…it is 
still dark!  

-Romans 1:22, “Professing to be wise they become fools.”  But they think they are
wise.  Their eyes have been blinded by the evil one and the only way those scales 
of blindness can be removed is through confessing and repenting of sins and 
believing on the Lord Jesus Christ.  Friends, we cannot change the dark world, we
can share the gospel with them and let Christ change them from darkness to light, 
from being excluded from the life of God to being a child of God’s. 

-Vs. 19, Note how they live.  Friends don’t expect anything more from a dark 
World than darkness!!  Their lives are characterized by:

-Being Callous—Hardened and showing no feeling or concern about the problems
 of suffering of other people.  Feeling no emotion.  Showing no sympathy for others!

-“Having given themselves over to sensuality, for the practice of every kind of 
impurity with greediness.”

-“The Christian cannot pattern themselves after the unsaved person, because we have
experienced the miracle of being raised from the dead.  Our life is not futile, but 
purposeful.  Our mind must be filled with the light of God’s Word, and our heart 
filled with the fullness of God’s life.”

-Self centered desires “MUST NOT” be allowed to reign and rule in the Christ 
followers life!  (Greediness)

Vs.20-24, “But you did not learn Christ in this way”  In contrast, the believer does 
two things:
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1.  Put off the old self which is being corrupted by it’s deceitful desires.  That 
means
holiness of life is a choice!  An act of our will a decision we make.  

-In Ephesians 1-3 we learn about the empowerment of the Holy Spirit in our salvation
He is mentioned six times.  In chapter 4-6 He is mentioned Six times as well, 
empowering us to “walk rightly” before God!    

-From Spiritual ignorance, leading to a life of futility and emptiness apart from Christ,  
having a hardened heart--- to a life of purpose, meaning, forgiveness and acceptance
in Christ.

2.  Put on the new self which has been created to be like God in true 
righteousness and holiness! 

-Note where the battle for our life is:  In our Mind!!  Our mind must be renewed, day
by day.  That is why Paul says in Philippians 4:8, (turn there) Phil. 4:9!  

-Romans 12:1-2 (turn to)  note the order---worship with our total being---Our decision 
in the midst of worshipping Christ is to renew our minds regularly!!!  We do this
through the Word and Prayer!  “Little ditty” Read your bible and pray every day!!!

-Physically, we are what we eat.  Spiritually, we are what we think!  Proverbs 23:7, 
“as we think within ourselves so we are!”  

-Friends as Christ followers we simply have not changed our minds, but changed our
citizenship.  We are citizen of Heaven living here on earth, let’s stop living like a 
citizen of earth wanting to go to heaven!

-In other words----quit putting the “GRAVE” clothes on, of a hardened heart to the 
things of God---immorality, self-centered living!  They stink up the place where 
we live.  

-Instead renew our mind….setting our desire on His glory and not our 
Self-centered desires!!!

Make an active choice to put on the “GRACE” clothes!  Living as a “New 
creation in Christ.”  Put on the new self, which in the likeness of God has been created
in righteousness and holiness of the truth!

-2 Cor. 5:17, “Therefore if any man is in Christ, he is a new creature;
The old things passed away; behold new things have come.”  

Christian friends, may we each “Walk rightly before God!”  And Pass it on!
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