
 “Not for Sale”
                                        Ephesians 4:25-32

“When a sign like this goes up on a piece of property it indicates that there
is land for sale that the seller wishes to sell.  In Ephesians 4 and vs 27 we read
a text that has it’s meaning in “Real Estate Terms.”  “And do not give the 
Devil an opportunity.”  

-What Paul is saying in this significant text is this:  that when a “believer” 
gives into temptation of any kind, he is giving the devil, an opportunity to take 
a part of his being, and friends he takes more than he is given.  It is like a circle 
that keeps getting bigger and bigger.  Satan and his allies the World and the
Flesh take more personal property than the individual believer ever thought
they had  given up.  

-We see this all the time, what started as one simple, little sin, 
a partial truth, if not confessed ends up in some great amount of anger, 
bitterness, immorality…..you get the point….

-The descending order of sin:  Temptation---Sin---Fortress/Stronghold---
Addiction!
 
-It is best that we heed the warnings of the Apostle Paul, “Don’t give place
to the devil!”  In other words,  “My being is NOT FOR SALE!”

-Pray

-Were in the practical part of our study in Ephesians where Paul is teaching us
how to live out our salvation---because we are saved by grace through faith in 
Christ alone---because we have been made secure, accepted and significant in 
Christ…Don’t give in to your fleshly desires, instead live in a manner worthy 
of your calling!  We have a choice---as Christ followers of walking in the flesh
which stinks up the place or walking in the Spirit that is a fragrant aroma to God
and for Him!

-Paul in our text today gives five exhortations about a believers conduct.  There 
are three parts to this; 1)  A negative command  2)  A positive command 
3)  The reason for the positive command.  There are five different sins in this
section, and Paul tells us to avoid them…..List of the sins of the flesh in 
Galatians 5:17-21.

1.  Vs. 25, Lay aside falsehood, don’t lie!  

-A lie is a statement contrary to fact, spoken with the intent to deceive.  Truth on
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the other hand is conforming ones words to reality, fact.  Whenever we speak truth
The Spirit of God works.  
-Note the “Why” of the exhortation….”Believers are all members of one another 
in Christ’s body, the church!  Don’t give the devil any ground by telling a lie!!!

2.  Vs. 26, Be angry and yet do not sin, don’t let the sun go down on our anger.

-What’s the difference between anger and righteous indignation?  Anger is an 
emotional response that is caused by something that displeases us.  John Regier
in his book on Biblical Counseling lists five causes of Anger:
 -Unresolved bitterness
 -Moral impurity
 -Too high expectations
 -Temporal values
 -Low self-esteem
-Legitimate anger/Righteous anger is against sin, not the person.  Jesus showed 
Righteous anger and those religious peoples practice as they would say one thing
but their life would not back up what they said and he called them wicked, white 
washed tombs, cast the money changers out of the temple as they were defiling 
God’s work!

-We have to be so careful that righteous anger does not give way to sinful anger.
Sinful anger turns into sin when we allow our emotions to take control over us.  

-Don’t let the fire of anger spread and defile and destroy the work of God in your 
life or the life of those around you!  This leads the angry person into deeper sin.  
The anger begins to control the believer instead of the believer controlling ones
anger!

-Forgive, keep short accounts with God and one another.  Whether in marriage,
work, Church or society, “Don’t give the devil any ground by letting anger 
control you!”

3.  Vs. 28, Christians are not to steal
-Instead we are to work in order to that we might have something to share with 
those in need!  

-Satan came to “Steal---Kill and Destroy.”  Satan turned Judas into a thief and he
will do the same with us if we let him.  Instead we are to work hard, being useful
with our lives.  Why?  So that we might share with those in need.

-“Work has many benefits; it provides for a person’s material needs, it gives them
something useful to do that is beneficial to themselves and others, and it enables
us to help others materially!  
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-“A lazy Christian robs himself, others and God!”  “Do your work with all your
heart as unto the Lord not man (Col. 3)!” Don’t give the devil an opportunity by
being lazy with the life we have been entrusted!
4.  Vs. 29, Christians are not to speak unwholesome words

-The mouth and the heart are connected.  Matt. 12:34, 15:18
-Unwholesome means:  That which is rotten, worthless, bad.  Eph. 5:4, Col.
3:8
-Instead our words are to be helpful, good, beneficial, edifying, giving grace,
words that are true, pure, building others up and not tearing them down! Don’t 
give the devil an opportunity with having unwholesome speech.  

5.  Vs. 30, Christians are not to let these five vices control us:   
We don’t lose our salvation because of these sinful attitudes, but we lose the 
joy of our salvation and the fullness of the Spirits blessing….Do not grieve
The Holy Spirit:  Our sin grieves God the Son, who died for us.  Our sin
grieves God the Father—who forgave us when we trusted Christ

-Note the vices that come along when we allow bitterness to control our life,
Wrath—a strong vengeful anger or indignation, Anger—unrighteous outrage,
having a strong feeling of being upset or annoyed, controlled by emotion. 
 Clamor—a loud continues noise, Slander—to make a false spoken
statement that causes people to have a bad opinion of someone, 
Malice—a desireTo cause harm, distress to another person.

-Friends, “The basic cause of a Bitter attitude:  We cannot forgive people.  An 
unforgiving spirit is the devil’s playground, and before long it becomes the 
Christians battleground.”  

-What are we to do with these so that we don’t give the devil an opportunity 
in our life?  Put them away from us……

-Put on biblical love---Being kind, compassionate-tenderhearted, forgiving each 
other just as we have been treated by Christ, Treat others!  

Review:  Why do we want to walk rightly before God and “NOT” give the devil
n opportunity by deceiving us to give into temptation of all kinds?
 
1) It grieves the God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit,
2) We are members one of another, we are here to build one another up thus 
glorifying Christ!
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