
                                      “Carpe Diem” (Seize the Day)
                                               Ephesians 5:1-17

Several years ago my kids got me this cup with these words on it, “Carpe Diem”
which means Seize the Day!  I had watched this movie called the “Dead Poets
Society” starring Robyn Williams and was struck by this slogan.  So I would go
around the house and say, “Carpe Diem.”  “Carpe Diem,” Seize the Day Matt
and Jodie, (their response was not always good)….. (never to Farrol by the way)

-Friends, it is so important that we understand that God has given us this day,
this moment in time to live for His glory and honor.  To do the greatest good 
to the greatest number for the greatest glory of God, with what we have been
entrusted with our talents, abilities and gifts.  We are to lay aside the deeds of 
darkness, sin and disobedience, as Paul has taught us in our study of the book of
Ephesians, not give them any foothold in our life.  Instead walk in the light and
truth of the Word of God!  Walk worthy of our calling.

Why is this so significant you ask?  Because the days are evil! Let’s look at 
Ephesians 5:15-17.  What is the will of God?  Walking in righteousness, holiness
and oneness with fellow believers.  Not tolerating sin personally in our life and 
encouraging fellow believers not to either.   

-Pray

-We have are studying in the very practical part of this great book of the Bible
called Ephesians.  We are in chapter 5 and will be looking at vs. 1-17 today.  

There are three things we want to radiate forth from our life as God’s children:

1.  Vs. 1-2, Radiate His love

-Therefore, as a result of what I have taught you, as a result of being saved by
grace, through faith in Christ alone.  As a result of being firmly rooted and 
grounded in His truth.  As a result of having the Holy Spirit dwell within you,
as a child of the King of glory..Radiate forth His love—Comes from within!

-Define Love----Treating people the way Christ has treated us.  

-Define Fragrant aroma---that which is pleasing to the Lord.  A life that is lived
in faithful obedience to His will, His way for His glory is honoring, a fragrance
of love to our Lord.  It is a sacrifice unto God---hard, but always right!

-The opposite is also true.  When we walk in the flesh, according to our own 
desires, having to have things our way, living in the old nature, it is compared
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to putting “GRAVE CLOTHES” back on…..it stinks up the place.

-Love that is Unconditional, Sacrificial & Servant Love for His glory.  Exemplify 
this!  

-We also want to see that there is as Dr. James Dobson, says tough love----being
willing to confront sin in our life and one another’s life—“vs. 3, 4, 5, the 11.  This 
is to Christians!!

2.  Vs. 3-14, Radiate His Light

-Because of our position in Christ that is secure---Saints---according to His promise
we are to shine forth—Radiate the Light of Christ.  

-John 8:12 Jesus own words the second of seven “I am Statements”
 -John 6:35, I am the Bread of Life
 -John 8:12, I am the Light of the World 
 -John 10:8, I am the Door to the Sheep
 -John 10:11, I am the Good Shepherd
 -John 11:25, I am the Resurrection and the life,
 -John 14:6, I am the way the truth and the Life
 -John 15:1, I am the true vine

-Vs. 3, 4, As a result of who we are in Christ, we have a responsibility to abstain from 
evil.  The list

-Note the reason:  Vs. 5-6.  Those who practice them are not a part of the Kingdom 
of God.  Those who consistently give into these temptations are not a part of the 
Kingdom of God.  Let’s look at another of Jesus statements from Marks Gospel:
chapter 7:20-23, Revelation 21:8.  There were some teaching that you could keep 
on sinning and grace would cover you……

-Vs. 7, Don’t become involved with evil doers!  Bad company corrupts.  Look at:
 -Psalm 1:1
 -1 Cor. 15:33, 2 Cor. 6:14-15
 -Proverbs 13:20

-Vs. 8b-10, Walk and radiate forth His light.  Matthew 5:14, “You are the light of the
world, a city set on a hill cannot be hidden.  Let your light shine before men in such
a way that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father in heaven.”

-Vs. 11-13, Those who profess Christ are to walk in His light, by not being partners 
with unbelievers, instead your light will expose them.  You don’t have to put a 
billboard up and say, here are the sinners……NO, you live your life with a clear
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and definite mission in mind, to glorify Christ with your thoughts, character and 
speech and you will shine forth His light and expose those who are walking in sin 
and disobedience.  That is not easy but always right!  

-Friends, this is not just the unsaved world Paul is talking about but Christians who
choose to walk in carnality, letting their flesh rule and not God’s truth. (vs 12). 

-Vs. 13, When light exposes evil deeds, they become visible, manifest for what they
are.  Seeing them as evil, a believer then cleanses himself of them.

-Let’s look at 1 John 1:5-7.  

-Walking as children of light means revealing God’s light in our daily lives.  Our 
character, speech, our thought life, nothing hidden before God.  We bring God’s 
Light into a dark world.  The light of Christ exposes darkness, what is wrong in
and around us.  Paul is telling us to live balanced lives, positively, to walk in the 
light, to denounce and expose the wickedness of those who are walking in the
dark.  To bear fruit….light bears fruit!”

-Vs. 14, When you think of light you think of waking up, like on Easter Morning, the
dawning of a new day, the dawning of a new life, we became alive because Christ
rose from the dead, defeating, sin and death.  Walk as children of light! 

-Read Romans 13:12-14

3.  Vs. 15-17, Radiate forth Discernment (The ability to see and understand 
people, things, or situations clearly and intelligently according to His Word,
for His glory!)

-Those who practice discernment, understand the times we live in, they are evil 
times.  Evil is all around.

-Discerning people understand life is short, we only have one shot at living for His 
glory!  There are no practice rounds in the game of life

-Discerning people understand we are to do the greatest good, for the greatest 
number, for the greatest glory of God.  

Friends, CARPE DIEM……..SIEZE THE DAY!!!!  Live for His glory and honor
regardless!
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