
 Dear Friends,

Growing up in small town NE my parents taught we four kids that we 
were to respect authority and do what we were told. On more than one 
occasion I remember my father telling either my school teacher, the 
principal, and heaven forbid, our superintendent these words, "If my son 
is caught doing something he is not supposed to be doing, you spank 
him and do it good and then call me and I will come and get him and fin-
ish the lesson at home!!!" Friends, what we are watching played out on 
the news each evening is the effects of the breakdown of the home. 
Children, youth and young adults, instead of being taught to obey and 
respect the authority over them, are allowed to do what they want, and if 
someone in authority confronts them then the vile of a self centered life-
style erupts, resulting in chaos and anarchy, and it is somehow the 
authorities fault??? 

Romans 13 vs. 1-4, is a good text explaining how we should look at the 
authority over us. Read with me,  Let every person be in subjection to the 
governing authorities.  For there is no authority except from God, and 
those which exist are established by God.  Therefore he who resist 
authority has opposed the ordinance of God; and they who have op-
posed will receive condemnation upon themselves.  For rulers are not a 
cause of fear for good behavior, but for evil. Do you want to have no fear 
of authority? Do what is good and you will have praise from the same; for 
it is a minister of God to you for good.  But if you do what is evil, be 
afraid; for it does not bear the sword for nothing; for it is a minister of 
God, an avenger who brings wrath upon the one who practices evil." 

If I am doing what is right & respecting the laws and the law keepers of 
the land, I have no fear of the authority. This lesson starts at home and 
needs to be affirmed by the church!  By the way, if you look closely at this 
text from the Apostle Paul in God's inspired Word you will see His posi-
tion on the death penalty.  Not quite like our state senators in Nebraska 
recently voted by the way.  

Have a good day friends!

  
Doug
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