
 Dear Friends,

I was sitting with a man recently when he made a comment about the need in 
our Christian walk to be "All in."  I asked him to explain what he was thinking 
and he went on to say, "that in light of the direction our nation is turning, to be 
a 'wishy washy' Christ follower was not going to cut it anymore.  We needed to 
be "All in."

I smiled as I thought more about what this friend was saying, because I am not 
sure it is just because of the direction our nation is heading we need to be "All 
in" so to speak, nor is it much different than the generations that have gone on 
before us or that will come after us, it is just "our" time to live out our salvation.  

Like previous generations we have allowed the god of "busyness" & "self cen-
tered fulfillment" to interfere with our walk with the Lord.  That reverential 
honor for the One True and Living God that He deserves and by the way de-
sires from His followers.  I told my friend that we can't choose what others 
might be doing with their life as a Christ follower, we can encourage them, be 
there for them, but each of us as individuals have to make the daily choice of 
what we are going to give our life to and whether or not we are going to be "All 
in." 

Joshua let us know in no uncertain terms where he stood and with his family 
they were "All in!"  Esther the queen modeled what it meant to be "All in" even 
with the possibility of facing death.  I could go on and list many others, in our 
day, Elizabeth Elliott showed what it meant to be "All in" as she went into the 
very cannibalistic tribe that killed her husband and three other missionaries in 
Ecuador and led many to saving faith in Jesus Christ.  Deepak and Anuja Lal 
our ministry partners in India are modeling what it means to be "All in" for His 
glory and honor reaching and training countless numbers for the Lord.  

Being "All in" means that we each lay aside the old self and walk by the Spirit.  
Making choices on a consistent basis, regardless of what others are doing or 
saying, we seek, with our whole heart, to honor Christ with our "time, talents 
and treasures."  

I like what one wisely said, "a person who is "All in" learns to live in light of 
where He will spend eternity.  It makes living in the "here and now" so much 
more joy filled!"  That is good for me to ponder!

All in for His glory?  I hope so as there are no practice rounds in our genera-
tion.

Doug
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