
                           “Navigating the Perilous Times we live in”
                                                                Psalm 91

This week four marines were shot and killed.  Reports of a massive earth quake that is
due to destroy the west coast line from north to south came out where thousands and
possibly millions would be killed.  On top of this, the US Govt. has signed a nuclear
deal with Iran, opening up a nuclear arms race in the Middle East.  Perilous times 
indeed.  

-How are we as Christ followers to navigate through these difficult and often danger-
ous
times in which we live?  

-Were studying this summer here at LFF in the Psalms.  Today I want us to look at
one of my favorite of all Psalms because of the truth that is there for us in living in 
light of these difficult and perilous times.  

-Stand, Read Psalm 91 & Pray

-We are not sure who wrote Psalm 91, possibly Moses who also wrote Psalm 91, but
we are sure of the subject matter for both then and now……The Security that is ours in
life regardless of the times we live in!

-The author warns of the hidden traps, deadly plagues, terrors at night and arrows by
day, as well as the rocks to stumble over that they would be facing.  Today, as I said 
in my opening the list of things like these we are facing today in our world.  

Our outline is simple:

1-4:      The Abiding Life
5-13:    Produces the assuring life, a life without fear
14-16:  Which leads to the abounding life of victory and peace

1.  Vs. 1-4, The Abiding Life

-John 15 is called the “Abiding” chapter of the Bible.  The word “Abide” simply means
to keep on being.  To determine to live, to dwell with, to settle down and feel at home
with. To continue without fading or being lost.  

-What both Jesus is saying in John 15 and the writer of Psalm 91 is saying is that 
regardless of the perilous times all around us might be, when we find our rest, hope, 
strength, comfort and peace in the truth of who God is for our life we will not only
“Survive but Thrive!”  Psalm 46:1, God is our refuge and strength a very present help
In time of trouble
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-The opposite is also true when we don’t we will crumble and give into fear, doubt and 
great discouragement.  Friends:  “Backsliding is a result of slack abiding!”
-Who or what we put our trust in when facing these perilous times will determine our
security and strength, peace and comfort as well as our power to go forward.  

-Let’s focus on the text, 1-4 which gives us four names of God and what each one 
means for the person who dwells with, abides in the God of Heaven:

1.  Most High:  Elyon, He is higher than the kings of the earth and the false gods of 
the nations.  He is the One that provides shelter in the midst of the storm.  He is in
total control---the Sovereign ruler of all!  

2.  The Almighty: El Shaddai, The all sufficient God who is adequate for every 
situation.  All powerful King of glory that gives comfort, refreshment, refueling and
rest in the midst of life’s battles.

3.  The Lord:  Jehovah, The covenant keeping, relationship building God who is 
always faithful to His promises!  He is our refuge and protection.  That does not mean
Bad things do not happen to good people, they will.  But God is the keeper of our 
Souls that “no one, nothing” can get to when we abide/dwell with Him by grace in
faith in Christ alone!

4.  My God:  Elohim, The powerful signature name of God whose greatness and glory
surpasses anything we can imagine.  This is the God worthy of our trust and reliance
upon.  The One worthy to be lived for and in honor to!

-Vs. 3-4, This is the One who invites us all to understand that those who abide in the
Lord are safe when we are doing His will.  I love this truth, “God’s servants are 
immortal until their work is done.”  David, Acts 13, when he completed the plan of 
God for his life, fell asleep. 

Abide----Dwell with Him, grow in knowing and falling deeper in love with Him!  
When we do,

2.  Vs. 5-13, We will Live a life with assurance, hope and without fear!

-This paragraph emphasizes that we need not be afraid, because the Lord and His
Angels watch over us.

-5-6, Terrors by night, evil often abounds in the night….Physically and emotionally

-7-8, God is the victor in the battle, the children of Israel saw this on the way to
the promised land.  Egyptian army destroyed by the hands of God at the Red Sea.
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-9-10, Our responsibility, on a daily basis, set a part Christ as Lord of our life!

-11-13, We have nothing to fear, He gives us everything necessary for life and 
godliness to live for His glory.  When were finished He will take us home to glory!
3.  Vs. 14-16, Leading to a life abounding in victory and peace

-“The Lord spoke and announced what He would do for those of His people who 
truly loved Him and acknowledged Him with obedient lives.  Among His many
blessings will be deliverance and protection, answered prayer, companionship in 
times of trouble, honor, satisfaction and a long life.”

-The word “Long life of vs. 16 does not mean extended years---but a fulfilled and
complete life.

-Friends it’s one thing for doctors to add years to your life, but God adds life to our
years and makes our life worthwhile!

 
When we see the perilous times in which we all live we have one of two choices:

1.  Live in constant fear, doubt, discouragement, wringing our hands complaining
about this political party not doing what we want or that rogue nation being evil 
and murderous……

or as a Christ follower we can:

2.  Dwell in the shelter of the Most High, Abide in the shadow of the Almighty.
For the Lord is our refuge and fortress, He is our God in whom we put my trust!

Prayer of commitment and an invitation for those who don’t know Him 
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