
                                               Lift up your heads”
                                                      Psalm 24

There is much discussion today amongst believers about whether or not we
are in the last times.  Is Christ set to return?  What is left to happen for the
Rapture of the church to occur?  How should we respond if we truly are in 
the last days?

-The answer to these and many more questions of prophecy is quite clear:
  -Are we in the last times:  Yes, the last days begin when Christ ascended
   into Heaven—defeating sin and deaths stranglehold.  He said He would
   rise on the third day and He did.  He also said He would come back and
   He will.  The last days begin in what is called the Church age, that age in
   which we are living right  now.  This age will end at Christ’s return for the 
   church known as the rapture of the church—followed by the tribulation &
   Second Coming of Christ.  
   -Is Christ set to return?  Yes, there is nothing left in biblical prophecy that
   has to happen for the rapture of the church to take place.
   -How are we to respond if we truly are in the last days as Christ followers?
   Jesus words in the gospels give us good indication:
       Luke 21:28:  “Straighten up and lift up your heads for your redemption is
       Drawing nigh.”  
       Luke 21:34-35:  “Be on guard.”  Focus on that which is eternal…the Word
       Of God and People!  Don’t waste your time and energies.  Be purpose  
       Driven Christ followers!
       Luke 21:36:  “Keep on the alert at all times, praying.”  Focused/sober living
       For what really matters as His return could happen today.

-We want to continue in our study of the Psalms and specifically today in Psalm
24.  

-Stand----Read----Pray

-Psalm 24 is the last of what are called the Shepherd Psalms:
 Psalm 22---The Good Shepherd dies for the sheep
 Psalm 23---The Great Shepherd lives and cares for the sheep
 Psalm 24---The Chief Shepherd returns in glory for the sheep

-Psalm 24 is a Psalm of Praise from the song writer, David.  Some connect this
Psalm with David bringing the ark of the covenant into Jerusalem (2 Sam. 6)  

-It is known as an antiphonal psalm.  
-1-2, The people opened up with these vs.’s
-3, 8a, 10a, A leader asked the questions
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-4-6, 8b, 10b, The people answered 
-Psalm 24 is also known as a Sunday Psalm as it was sung in Herod’s 
Temple each Sunday for years.  Some connect the Psalm with our Lord’s
entrance into Jerusalem on that first Palm Sunday and on Ascension Day,
the day Christ rose into heaven 40 days after His death, burial and resurrection.

-Thus the repetition in vs. 7 & 9, “Lift up your heads.”  Be on the alert….Be
ready for the Chief Shepherd is coming again just as He said. 

-Three things we want to learn from this Psalm as we await the Chief Shepherds
return.

1.  Vs. 1-2,  We are stewards who enjoy His goodness in creation

-The earth is the Lords---the Divine Name of God (used 6 times)!  David praised 
the Lord Because everything in the World belongs to Him who created it.  This 
is a General acknowledgment of God’s sovereignty over all things!

-He is the possessor of heaven and earth Gen. 14:19,22 and we are guests on His
planet, stewards of all that He gives us to enjoy.  We are stewards of His goodness
here on earth.  Littering, gum wrappers, etc.  While elk hunting many years ago
saw high up in the Mts. Candy wrappers…..no….

2  Vs. 3-6, We are worshippers who experience His grace in Redemption

-I woke up early this week with that song on my mind, “Redeemed how I love
to proclaim it.”  Redeemed---To buy back, to repurchase.  To free from what
distresses or harms….To free from captivity by a payment of ransom

-1 Peter 1:18---Read, memorize, worship the Lord.  We earn nothing….We serve
as a result of being redeemed, not to earn redemption!!!

-Vs. 3a, “who may ascend into the hill of the Lord?”  Friends, our worship must
go higher and higher, the celebration of intimacy with Him in His presence must
be purer and purer.

-Clean hands speak of righteous conduct
-Pure heart speaks of godly character and motives
-Falsehood/Vanity speaks of the worship of idols—worthless things (fame, fortune
power and pleasure)  anything that takes our eyes off of God---Vanity/falsehood
     -You say, pastor I try so hard, I just can’t do this all…”

-Nobody on God’s earth is able to meet these standards.  “All have sinned and 
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fall short of the glory of God (Rom 3:23).”  Good works or religious character 
cannot save us.  The only way we can enter into God’s presence is through the 
merits of Jesus Christ, which means we must repent of our sins and put our faith
and trust in Him.  Only Jesus Christ qualifies us to enter the Father’s presence!  

-God’s righteousness is a gift, not a reward for good works!  “Selah…Stop, look
and listen!”  God deserves to be our first priority our passion must be for Him alone!

3.  Vs. 7-10, We are victorious through Christ alone

-Five times in this text God is called “the King of glory.”  Jesus is the Chief Shepherd
who will one day return in glory and give each faithful servant a crown of glory 
(1 Peter 5:1-4)

-The Rewards----Crowns
1.  The Crown of glory: 1 Peter 5:1-4
2.  The Crown of life:  Revelation 2:10, James 1:12 for those who are faithful in trials
because of their deep love for the Lord
3.  The Crown incorruptible:  1 Corinthians 9:24-27, For disciplining our lives
4.  The Crown of rejoicing:  1 Thessalonians 2:19-20, For being a soul winner
5.  The Crown of glory:  1 Peter 5:2-4, For being a faithful shepherd

-The purpose of these rewards/crowns is at the judgment seat of Christ to lay them
back at the throne of Christ----worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive!!!

-Vs. 7 and 9 of Psalm 24 lists the gates of Jerusalem twice.  Why?   Don’t miss this
friends……The King of glory is Jesus Christ.  When He entered Jerusalem on Palm
Sunday, the whole city didn’t receive Him and praise Him.  This song had been sung
at the Temple that very morning in their worship, but it wasn’t applied to Jesus of
Nazareth.  Instead of accepting Him and honoring Him the leaders rejected Him and
sent Him to Golgotha to be crucified.  However in His death and resurrection, Jesus
won the battle against Satan and sin, and when He ascended back to heaven and
entered the Heavenly Zion, He was received as the victorious Lord of Hosts and 
the King of glory.  

-However, Jesus will return to the earth and fight a battle against the armies of the
World and be victorious.  He will deliver Jerusalem from her enemies and 
establish His Kingdom on earth.  “Then His people will receive Him in Jerusalem,
the Lord of Hosts and the King of glory!”

-How are we to live now in the meantime?  Be watchful, ready….Life up your 
heads…
-2 Corinthians 2:14, “But thanks be to God, who always leads us in His triumph in
Christ, and manifests through us the sweet aroma of the knowledge of Him in every
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place.”  “We triumph in and through Christ!!!!
-Romans 8:31-39, “We are more than conquerors through faith in Christ alone and
nothing will ever separate us from the love of Christ.”  
-2 Corinthians 5:17-20, “We are new creatures in Christ, made new through faith in
Christ alone….We have been given the ministry of reconciliation!!!  
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