
                            Dear Friends,

Often people measure success by how much money one has in the 
bank or stock market (until it hits the skids like the last few days).  Grow-
ing up, we would say people who had a lot of money were rich and 
successful.  They would have large, nice homes, drive very nice cars 
and have expensive things.  I thought that made the person, "wow" they 
were rich.  

I have learned friends, that this is not necessarily true.  I never begrudge 
people that have the ability to make money to continue to do so, that is 
so great.  We are taught that it is not the money that hurts a person but 
the love of money.  That's another note though. 

Each day I have a little card in my Bible reminding me of the true riches 
that is ours as a Christian that is so wonderfully great.  The verse on the 
card is from 2 Corinthians chapter 8 and verse 9.  "For you know the 
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ that though He was rich, yet for your sake 
He became poor that you through His poverty might become rich."  The 
one who owns the cattle on a thousand hills, the one whose home land is 
where the streets are paved with gold became poor on the cross of Cal-
vary that we might have the richness of His grace given to us.  Favor that 
truly is unmerited for each of our lives have filled our spiritual bank ac-
counts to overflowing!  

Oh, Christian friends, measuring wealth by money that will burn and fade 
away is so fleeting.  True and lasting riches has been wonderfully be-
stowed on each of us by grace through faith in the finished work of 
Christ!  

May we bask in and celebrate the riches of His grace then share it with 
others, freely!!!

Have a great day friends,

Doug
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