
 Dear Friends,

Many men and women of faith have allowed fear, doubt, worry and anxi-
ety to control them.  Why?  Well, there are many reasons but one of the 
great ones is that "the individual who has allowed these in, is not in con-
trol" and since they are not in control of whatever situation they are fac-
ing one or more of these, "fear, doubt, worry and anxiety," begin to take 
over.  Once they are allowed in they are hard to remove from our inner-
most being.  Not impossible, just hard.  Again, Why?  Because we have 
already given them a place of operation in our life.

How do we combat these when they begin to creep in?  First and fore-
most understand the powerful truth that is found in these words of 
Psalm 119:165, "Those who love Thy Word have great peace, and noth-
ing causes them to stumble."  A person who is growing in their love rela-
tionship with the Living Word of God, Jesus Christ, taught to us by the 
written Word of God, the Bible, have great peace and nothing causes 
them to stumble.  

Great peace:  That which is remarkable in magnitude, degree and 
effectiveness.  That which is predominant, distinguished above all else.  
Friends, God alone is the One in total control saying "I've got this" rest in 
my love and strength, My power and authority, My Sovereignty!  The very 
Spirit of the living God dwells within each Christ follower, let Him reign 
and rule.   

When we rest in His greatness and majesty, power and strength, regard-
less of the trials we are in or that will come up, "nothing will cause us 
to stumble!"  Nothing, not fear, not doubt, not worry, not even anxiety 
will trip us up.  Like a hot knife through frozen butter we are able to trav-
erse through life bringing Him the glory and honor He deserves with the 
talents, abilities and gifts we have been entrusted with.

Friends, if you have allowed any one or more of these a place of opera-
tion in your life, take a moment and recognize the root cause is 
pride....we have to be in control!  Don't allow it, confess this/turn away 
from it and fill your heart with the truth and love found in His Word.  
When they creep their ugly heads back up in your life, take the sword of 
the Spirit which is the Word of God and just start quoting your favorite 
text of scripture (James 4:7,8).  This is not a magic formula, but it is truth 
to stand on that brings stability to the one that loves His Word!  

Stand strong and press on fellow Christ followers,
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