
 Responding to our Culture (Part 2)
 Daniel 3

It was sad to read of three men who were imprisoned for their 
faith this past week.  Because of what they believed about God, 
and not being willing to give into the politically correctness of
the day, they were sentenced to death for what they believed.

-That story was not in the pages of the news this past week 
as we would expect it to be but was written some 2500 years 
ago about three young Jewish men that we know as Shadrach,
Meshach and Abed-nego.  It is the story of faith and in the face
of fiery trials how we are to respond.  

-Friends, we are in a several part series entitled “Responding to
Our Culture.  Last week we talked about the significance of know-
ing our Mission in life…Living to the praise of the glory of His
grace!  Having a clear and distinct purpose for living is so vital
in standing secure in our culture! 

-Today we want to learn from these three men, Shadrach, Meshach
and Abed-Nego on how to respond when a fiery trial comes our
way and understand what are we willing to die for!

-Pray

-In Daniel chapter 3 we see a very familiar story about these three
men who were taken into captivity and moved away from their 
family and security along with their friend Daniel and forced to
live under wicked and evil rulers.  It is the story of faith and
endurance even to death!  

-“The devil tempts us to destroy our faith, but God tests us to 
develop our faith, because a faith that can’t be tested can’t be Trusted!”  
“False faith withers in times of trial, but true faith takes
root, grows and brings glory to God in the midst of trials.  

A.  True Faith:  Is obeying God regardless of the feelings within us, 
the circumstances around us, or the consequences before us.”

-“It is the assurance of things hoped for and evidence of things not yet
seen (Heb. 11).”  Faith is courage in the face of adversity that perseveres
and endures in the regardless of the danger and difficulty, for God’s 
glory!
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1.  Vs. 1-12, The Test of Faith 
  
-1-7,  An image 90 feet high, 9 feet wide.  A religious service was 
held.  Complete with mood control music.  The crowd was told that what
was about to happen was a matter of life and death and they had better 
obey the command to bow down!  

-8-12, The hearts of these three Jewish men were revealed.  

-Their faith was in the true and living God, and in the word He had 
spoken to His people.  They were confident that the Lord was in control
and they had nothing to fear!

-Isaiah 43:1-3a (read and comment) 

B.  True Faith isn’t frightened by threats, impressed by crowds, or swayed
by superstitious ceremonies.  True faith obeys the Lord and trusts Him to
work out the consequences.

2.  Vs. 13-18,  True faith demonstrated  

-13-15, Note the difference between the attitude of the King and the three 
young Jewish men.  The king—filled with rage---he had conquered many 
cities but had not been able to control himself.

-The three men on the other hand were calm and respectful.  
1 Peter 3:15, “But sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts, always being 
ready to make a defense to everyone who asks you to give an account for
the hope that is in you, yet with gentleness and reverence.”  

-These three men could have like many today, compromised and defended 
their disobedience by arguing, “everybody else is doing it.”  “our office 
demands that we obey.”  “It’s the politically correct thing to do, bow down.”

C.  “True Faith doesn’t look for loopholes; it simply obeys God and knows
that He will do what is best.”  Faith rests on commands and promises, not 
on arguments and explanations.

-Times of adversity are usually times of opportunity, especially when God’s
people are being persecuted for their faith.  These three young men were not
concerned for themselves.  Their only concern was obeying the Lord and
giving a faithful witness to all who were watching and listening.  
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-“We don’t need to defend ourselves or our God, for our God will defend
Himself and us.”  Isaiah 12:2! 

-16-18, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego were men of faith, not men of
presumption.  Note their statement!

D.  True Faith confesses the Lord and obeys Him regardless of the 
consequences.

-Daniel and his three friends had determined that they would be different
and the Lord enabled them to maintain that determination.

-God always rewards faith, but He doesn’t always step in and perform 
miracles.  Not everybody who prays is healed…but He gives the strength
to bear the pain in the face of death.  

Summarize 19-25 (huge furnace)

E.  True Faith Confounds the enemy 

F.  True Faith confirms the promises 26-30.  Why did the Lord include the
story in the OT?  As an example for us (1 Cor. 10).

-These three men sent a strong message to their people and each of us:
 -Jehovah God is still on the throne, He hasn’t forsaken us
 -He will one day fulfill His promises to His people, He promised
             to be with them in the furnace of affliction if they would trust Him
             and obey His will!

-Friends we are told there were more Christian Martyrs during the 20th 
century than in all the preceding centuries.  Peter talks about the “fiery trial”
was about to begin.  

-Revelation 2:10, “Be faithful until death and I will give you the crown of
life.”

-As we move toward the end of the age, the furnace of opposition will be
heated seven times hotter than ever before.  The pressure to conform will 
become stronger and stronger.  

-The way to live as a Christ follower is still the same today as it was then!

True and lasting Faith in the One True God:
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-Confirms the promises
-Confounds the enemies
-Confesses the Lord and obeys Him regardless of the consequences
-Is not frightened by threats or impressed by crowds
-Obeys God regardless….of the feelings within us, the circumstances 
  around us or the consequences before us.
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