
 Dear Friends,

I don't often share a letter I receive but I have permission to do share 
this one that my daughter Jodie received.  It is worth your read and very 
encouraging.  This is a girl that God brought into Jodie's life while in 
High School and Jodie and another friend stayed in contact with her 
over these many years.  God is still at work and in some powerful ways.  
If you so desire you can share this with your friends as well.  The writer 
has given permission and said to our daughter that anyone can share 
this as long as God gets the glory!  

Your friend in Christ,
Doug

Just letting my friends know that I am moving back home, October 
28.
It's been a long journey, many of you know that since my work injury 
in 2011, 
I've battled with severe depression, anxiety and even suicidal 
ideation. 
I should have died at least 5 times!
No explanation of how I survived except for the prayers of my 
mother, family and friends.
Many of you know my family! I am very richly blessed that they are 
loving, God fearing Christians.
I know it is by some miracle that I am alive today! ( no chance )
My personal struggle with my sexuality really was at the base or 
root of all my problems!
I was raised in a "perfect environment" so to speak! Kind, loving 
parents, a large warm close family! No television, good role models 
etc. So, for all those who speak without knowing from personal ex-
perience on this issue I say God bless you, but unless you experi-
ence it personally you don't know what you're talking about.
So anyone who says people aren't born Gay, I'm sorry but I Know 
for a fact that it is in my DNA!! However, having said that! Is there 
anything impossible for God?! 
The problem for me started with me going to gay pride and seeing 
people outside on cathedral steps holding signs that read, God 
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hates gays!! Or burn in hell!
Wow!! Having been raised in a good Christian home, I knew that 
this was a huge mischaracterization of God!! He does not hate men, 
he abhorred sin but not man! But year after year....I started to think 
maybe God did hate me!
Years of caring this guilt around with me, and other life experiences 
lead me to a dark and lonely place where I found myself in deep 
despair and hopelessness!
I was literally one month away from finishing my education in early 
childhood that I had been working towards for years! I was deter-
mined to have kids with my dear love Sarah (name changed) and 
It would have happened just like that had I not gotten injured! This 
made me feel bitter and frustrated, it almost appeared as though 
some kind of divine force had set itself up against me. In hindsight, 
if this hadn't happened ( the injury) and I was living my dream I 
would not have ever been able to see both sides! At that point I had 
been in this relationship for 12 years! 
And as we grew in age we grew closer and the bond and love that 
we had flourished!
I can tell you today, that I still Love Sarah and will always Love her 
with all my heart! I would be so bold as to say that I love her more 
now and appreciate her more now than at any stage of our life to-
gether.
So what changed?!
Well after the back surgery I began to experience huge changes.
Many of you reached out to me, and reminded me that God did love 
me, all my beautiful gay friends reassured me, God did not hate me, 
but so did all my Christian friends and family?!
I felt sustained by this for a while. But slowly doubt took me again. I 
think it's because deep down I still didn't really understand God's 
Love or his mercy for me.
My sister offered to come be with me during the Surgery. I was a lit-
tle hesitant about it, but I was also scared that something could 
happen to me and I would never see any of them again. So when 
she offered to come I happily accepted.
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The day before she got here I was a nervous wreck.
As soon as I picked her up from the airport and she hugged me I 
felt a rush of emotions bubbling below the surface ready to explode!
But Love is such a POWERFUL thing!
It was like in that simple caress all my pain just melted away.
After being wheeled from recovery to my room, I was so uncomfort-
able with this drainage tube sticking out of my back and not being 
able to move, and I felt completely helpless! 
But in that helplessness I found a deep feeling of Gratitude that 
lifted me up!
I had been queen of the pity party, and now I wasn't experiencing 
Pity but compassion and Love! 
If you are battling with depression, the best way to pull out of it is to 
find things you are grateful for, even if they are small things!
That was the attitude adjustment I needed! 
I came off all antidepressants and I healed beautifully! And I had 
started to let God in more because I felt such gratefulness. Yet in 
the back recess of my mind I still had this question, okay, But I love 
Sarah and I've read texts both in the old and New Testament that 
say no one with an immoral character will have access to heaven. 
How would I ever compromise the two?!
I remember telling my sister,  "but I'm gay?!" 
How can I do both?! Be gay and be loved of God?! 
And sister said just don't worry about it just accept what he gives 
and he'll help you sort out the rest!
I had a true conversion of heart not from any preaching! Or anyone 
pointing the finger at me. I was condemning myself so bad I didn't 
need anyone to help in that.
But I can say that Love won the day!
And I know that God's word declares God is Love!
That was the answer, Love!
I got to a place where the love I felt intensified to the degree that I 
saw I was being selfish about what I wanted and true Love Never 
asks what do I gain? It's always pointed out towards others! It is 
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selfless!
And suddenly it's like something opened my eyes and there was my 
God! In all of his splendorous love!
I felt awful that this Deity loved me so much, and how could I possi-
bly disappoint it or let it down! And that's when it hit me!
I'm hurting Him not by being born with these natural tendencies but 
because I chose to act upon them. Like I said after the surgery we 
were now at 14 almost 15 years together and you realize that love 
grows and matures just as we do, and suddenly the things you 
thought were love aren't really love but lust or pleasure.
At that moment I promised I would never do anything against my 
God's will 
because he genuinely loved me!
And I felt happy!, at peace, my maui family can vouche what a dif-
ference it made in my life!
I went from this angry, raging all the time person that was ready to 
tell anyone off at any moment for any reason! I was a beast!!
And this transforming power changed my life and Sarah's for the 
better!
The hard part was telling Sarah what I had experienced and 
weather she would understand? 
I finally got the courage to talk to to her about it. And bless her heart 
she was so kind and understanding partly because she saw first 
had the transforming power of God's love for me! I told her I would 
love her forever! But I could no longer engage in any sexual behav-
iors as before!
And she was ok with that! Incidentally that season on survivor they 
had a gay couple that were dancers and they were "super out" but 
"super celebate."
I had never even thought about it. But I told her that if this arrange-
ment didn't work for her then I would respect her decision.
I've had family ask me so are you straight now? Well let me explain, 
I am not suddenly attracted to men!! Nor will I ever be! But I'm not 
out checking out the ladies. Do I still Love Sarah yes! Will I always 
love her? Yes! 
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I just want to say this also, there are a lot of "clinics" or "therapies" 
that parents send their kids to, to help them not be gay or to try to 
normalize them. I'm sorry but that just doesn't work! No human ef-
fort can undue what's in the Dna code unless it is subject to a 
power higher than itself! That's to say that because I believe that 
God created me and he is the originator of the code he can bring it 
into subjection to his will only when I give him access to it. If I hadn't 
he could not have changed it.
Sarah asked me yesterday so are you not gay anymore? Do you 
feel it's ok to bash gays, and the answer is No!! We are children of 
God just like anyone else
I just don't have long term earth goals and plans.
I want more than anything to spend all eternity with Sarah in heaven 
cruising the universe! Beside Jesus taught that the scriptures say in 
heaven we won't be married!! Remember when the Sadducees 
tried to stump Jesus all the time with tricky little questions? Like the 
time they asked him, master? According to the law of Moses ( Le-
vitical law) ( not the Ten Commandments)if a man dies and leaves a 
wife and he has a younger brother the brother must marry her, and 
they gave him the scenario that his second brother married her ac-
cording to the law and passed away too and the third brother then 
married her, and the question was who would she be married to in 
heaven? 
And he quickly reminded them of the scripture that says their is no 
need of Marriage as it is here on earth.
Don't worry you precious straight folks! You'll still be able to spend 
time with your best friend!, soul mate!
It just won't be sexual in nature.
Anyway, as a Christian I hope that true Christians everywhere will 
start standing up to misrepresentations of God's love! If you notice 
Jesus never condemned but he lovingly aided, man in his sin to be 
rid of it. The example people use the most on both sides of the is-
sue is the woman caught in adultery, where the men were eager to 
stone her to death Christ just stopped and began to write with His 
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fingers in the sand the secret sins of those accusers! And asking 
them to throw out the first person who was without sin! And they all 
left one by one! Standing there alone was left Jesus and this poor 
woman! Who had probably been set up purposely to see what Je-
sus would do!
And He asks the woman, "who stands before you condemning 
you?" She replies, no one master, and he tells her neither do I con-
demn you, but he tells her go and keep doing it over again?! No! He 
lovingly tells her Go and Sin No More!!! 

That is true grace! it's a gift! It's getting something I don't deserve at 
all for free!!
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