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 Prophecy #1 !
There is tremendous interest in Biblical Prophecy in many circles today. 
We will sometimes see this sign “The end of the World is coming.”  There 
was a major motion picture that predicted the end of the world in 2012  
basing it’s facts on the ancient Mayan calendar.  A radio preacher once 
predicted the actual date of Jesus’ return, but got it wrong….twice…. !
The interest of end time things are at a heightened level, often determined 
by what is happening in the Middle East and with Israel.   !
-How should we as Christ followers in our world today look at this subject 
of the end times?   !
Pray !
The word prophecy literally means:  To state that something will happen in  
the future.  Much of scripture today is about prophecy.   !
-The first prophecy in Scripture is found in Genesis 3:14-16.  As sure as it 
was prophesied that Jesus would come as the Redeemer, Savior and Lord, die 
on the cross for our sins and be raised on the third day!   
He will come again….The King is Coming!  !
-There are many purposes for our series this fall and winter: 
 a.  What does the scriptures teach about what will happen in the future? 
                 I don’t want us to base our understanding on anything but the Word! 
 b.  Our study will be on what does the Word have to say, not the  
                 sensational approach, nor the searching for the obscure meanings of 
                 that might be hidden in certain verses.   
 c.  This series is not designed to tickle our curiosity or to cause us to be 
       fearful.  No, I want this series based on 1 John 3:2,3; “ We know that  
      when He appears, we will be like Him, because we will see Him just 
      as He is.  And everyone who has this hope fixed on Him purifies Him- 
      self, just as He is pure.” !
-What are we going to study?  We are going to try to understand what Scripture  
teaches about end time events and how we are to live.  (Bk. Dr. Erwin Luetzer, The 
King is coming) !
-What about the rapture of the Church? 
-The Judgment of Believers 
-The Marriage of the King and His bride 
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-The Lawless one that is revealed 
-The King judges those left behind 
-The destruction of the nations by the King 
-The Conquering King 
-The Reigning of the King in His Kingdom 
-The Great White Throne Judgment 
-We are invited to reign with Him as Christ followers  !
-Let’s define terms for our study:  There are a couple different ways at looking 
at the Bible.   
 a.  Covenant Theology….God working through His promises recorded in the  
                 Bible. 
 b.  Dispensational Theology….God working through a divine order of things. !
-This sermon series will be looking at God’s divine order of things from a dispensa-
tional 
view.  (hand out “The Bible Map, God’s Plan of the Ages”… one per family) !
-Go over terms: 
1.  Pretribulationism—Before the tribulation 
2.  Prewrath---That the return of Christ for His church occurs in the midpoint of the 
     Tribulation. 
3.  Posttribulationism---Jesus has only one appearing when He returns on earth and this 
     event will be after the tribulation. !
-Many good men of the Word are split on their view of these three.  For our purposes, 
and  
 we will hold the –Pretrib Rapture position.  That is that the coming of Jesus 
for His church will take place before the tribulation begins.  I believe if we as Chris-
tians 
are alive when Jesus comes, we will be caught up into heaven and escape the tribula-
tion; 
Then at a later time Christ will bring us with Him in a glorious appearing to establish 
His 
kingdom.   !
-I believe that the church is a distinct body to be differentiated from Israel, and thus the 
Church will be taken out of the way before Jesus returns to judge the world and prepare  
Israel for the coming kingdom.   !
4.  Premillennialism (before the millennium, 1000 years) teaches that this is not the  
     kingdom age, But when Jesus returns to earth in a blaze of glory, He will establish  
     His kingdom Here on earth.  Thus the scene in Revelation 20, where Christ and His  
     followers are found to reign for a thousand years.   
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5.  Amillennialism, teaches that there is no earthly kingdom to come.  Those who  
     Follow this view say that the Old Testament prophecies of the kingdom are either  
     1)  being fulfilled in Heaven today or  
     2)  that the church is the kingdom, so that there is no future rule of Christ on earth.   !
-This view is often called replacement theology.  This series will be presenting what 
I believe scripture teaches and is known as “Premillennialism.”  This holds to the  
belief that Christ will establish His future kingdom after He returns to earth.  This 
means 
that the prophecies originally given to the nation Israel will yet be fulfilled for the  
nation of Israel.   !
-Although the church inherits many of the prophecies given to Israel, it does not inherit 
all of them.  Prophecies about the land, the throne of David, and a kingdom of peace  
are yet to be fulfilled by King Jesus right here on this planet.   !
-So what should the purpose of studying prophecy be?   !
1.  The primary purpose is not to satisfy our curiosity but to change our lives by  
     motivating us to live in light of the Lord’s return.   !
2.  To motivate us to live with our hope fixed on Him, with pure lives!  We will 
     face the King!  2 Cor. 5:9,10 as Christ followers…..Judgment seat of Christ.   
      
3.  When we study prophecy we will fall deeper in love with Jesus all over again.  
     He and He alone has provided the victory over sin, sickness and death.  He has set 
     us free and for all eternity we will be with Him in glory.  2 Timothy 4:7-8 !
4.  The final reason for this series is that we are each “Ready to meet the King!”   
     1 John 2:28.  The clear implication is that some Christians are going to be  
     ashamed in the presence of Jesus.  When we see Him and think back to how we 
     lived in light of His promises/commands/ and commission, remembering the 
     opportunities He sets before us…..well….we might just be ashamed, I don’t want 
     that for you or for me!  Ie-----studying prophecy.   !
5.  Lastly, there are many who do not know Jesus Christ as their personal Savior and 
     will suffer in Hell for all eternity, separated from Christ.  I don’t want that and I 
     hope you don’t either.  God wishes for all to be saved from the wrath to come  
     and come to the repentance.  !
Romans 10:14-15, “How then shall they call upon Him in whom they have not be-
lieved? 
And how shall they believe in Him whom they have not heard?  And how shall they 
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hear without a preacher?  And how shall they preach unless they are sent?  Just as  
it is written, “how beautiful are the feet of those who bring glad tidings of good things! 
     !!!!!!!!!
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