
Dear Friends,

Often is Scripture I am challenged by examples from fellow believers 
from times past with their walk with the Lord and hearts desire to honor 
Him with their life regardless of what is happening all around them.  I 
find in 1 Thessalonians chapter 1 some "worthy goals to strive toward" 
as a Christ follower here in 2015.  

In verses two and three Paul encourages and affirms these young Chris-
tians what he sees coming from their lives, "We give thanks to God al-
ways for all of you, making mention of you in our prayers; constantly 
bearing in mind your work of faith and labor of love and steadfastness of 
hope in our Lord Jesus Christ in the presence of our God and Father..."  

Friends, we have been given this day and age to live for His glory.  We 
are entrusted with the hope of the gospel of Jesus Christ to represent 
these three significant areas of the walk of these believers are good to 
examine and grow in:
1.  Their work of faith
2.  Their labor of love
3.  Their steadfastness of hope in Christ alone

These young believers made such a difference in their area for Christ, 
Paul goes on to say in vs 8 of chapter 1 that there was no need to say 
anything because their life, testimony and witness had so well repre-
sented Christ it had spread throughout that whole area.  

Three things are good challenges from this text to examine for our life 
and times:

1.  Is what I am doing each day focused on doing my work with all my 
heart as unto the Lord and not driven by being a man pleaser?
2.  Can I honestly say in my heart, that I am doing what I am doing out of 
a profound love for Christ and for those He puts me around?  Do I love 
as Jesus loved?
3.  Is my hope firmly entrenched in the glory that awaits in Heaven or am 
I looking for some temporary fix here on planet earth to meet my needs?  

These are "worthy goals to strive toward" for sure.  

Have a great day friends,

Doug
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