
                                               The Awfulness of the Tribulation
                                                             Matthew 24:1-31

Several years ago I was asked to speak at a main line denomination church on behalf
of the Moral Majority ministry.  I spoke about the attributes of God and along with
God being a God of love, grace, mercy and care He is a God of Justice and one day
we will give an account for our sin if we have not accepted His grace and mercy.

I can still feel the anger from the woman who sat close to me and said, this, “The God
I worship is a God of love and forgiveness, acceptance etc…etc.”  I politely told her
that was not the God of the Bible.

-So often we try to fit God in our theological box and have this nice and warm fuzzy,
being that makes us feel good and accepted.  Friends, that is not the Diety revealed to
us in the Bible.

-We have been studying the “WHY” of Prophecy:  “That we might live pure, faithful,
courageous and consistent lives for His glory.”  We have been studying the “What” of
prophecy from the Rapture of the church—the catching up of those who have put their
faith and trust in Christ alone to save them.  We have sought to understand the “Mar-
riage
Super of the Lamb, and the unholy trinity made up of the dragon—Satan, the 
antichrist and the false prophet.  Today we want to seek to understand what is known as
the Tribulation period.  Daniel 12:1-2.

-Daniel predicts 1)  That there will be a time of distress “tribulation” such as has not
happened before, the coming Tribulation!  2)  Not all the Jews will experience 
deliverance, only those whose names are written in the book of the redeemed.  
3)  There will be two resurrections, those who are raised to everlasting life and those 
who
are raised to everlasting shame and contempt.  Two different times, one at the end of
the Tribulation and the other at the conclusion of the 1000 year reign of Christ known
as the Millenium.

-Pray

-Turn in your bibles to Matthew 24 as we investigate the Tribulation time.  “What are
some of the purposes of the Great Tribulation?  Why does Scripture speak about this
frightful event and what is God trying to accomplish during this time of unparalleled
trouble?

1)  During the last 3 ½ years God will finally unleash His wrath on the earth because
sin will be rampant.  People will call on the mts. To fall on them to kill them during 
this awful time (Rev. 6:16-17).  Why is God so angry?  He’s angry because the world
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has turned its back on the salvation He offers through Christ alone and chooses to 
walk in the sins of the flesh.  God hates sin of all kinds and especially sins of the flesh!
1 Cor. 6:18-20!  Pre-marital sex, adultery, homosexuality, beastility, etc…God hates 
this!

2)  To prepare Israel for the kingdom age.  Some Jews will become believers in Christ
during the Great Tribulation Zachariah 12:10.  These believing Jews along with we
Gentile believers will join together to enter the millennial kingdom where Christ 
Himself shall rule.  The Great tribulation will set up the events that make this
scenario come to pass.  

3)  The final reason for the great tribulation is to show Jesus Christ’s total triumph 
over Satan, the antichrist and the  false prophet.  It appears that Satan and his allies
are winning, but what we will see is the battle is not even close.  2 Thes. 2:8, “And
then that lawless one will be revealed whom the Lord will slay with the breath of 
His mouth and bring to an end by the appearance of His coming.”

Let’s look at Matthew 24 in seeking to understand this time of Tribulation.

1.  Matt. 24:1-2, Israel is the focus.  These are prophetical statements from our Lord.

-Vs 21, Jesus states about this Great tribulation.  There are three stages of the Trib.

1)  The Tribulation begins with the signing of a covenant with Israel.  It will bring 
peace to this war torn region for the first 3 ½ years.  
2)  There is a dramatic event where the antichrist comes into the temple in Jerusalem
and proclaims himself to be God.  This 3 ½ years is where the seals, the bowls and
the trumpet judgments of Revelation are hurled upon the earth.
3)  There is the battle of Armageddon, which ends with the Second Coming of Christ.

-What signs will signal this tribulation time?  Nothing has to happen for the Rapture of
the church to take place….but there are still signs that must happen for the tribulation 
to
take place.  Matthew 24 is very Jewish….watch the happenings in Israel and the 
surrounding area.  Note nothing is said about the church in chapter 24 of Matthew!  

-Matthew 24:3

2.  Matthew 24:4-8, The signs of His coming
-Vs. 4-5, Many will be misled/deceived, hearing some say, “I am the Christ!”
-Vs. 6-7a, Warfare will become even more common place than today
-Vs. 7b, There will be famines/hunger/starvation, these are nothing new:  -Every 3.6
seconds someone dies of hunger, 5 percent are children.  -24,000 people die every day
from starvation or malnutrition.  In the US over 10 million people suffer from hunger. 
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we haven’t seen anything yet compared to the starvation in the Tribulation
-Vs. 7c, There will be earthquakes.  In March of 2011 a 9.0 earthquake off the coast of
Japan triggered a deadly 23 foot tsunami.  These giant waves destroyed homes, busi-
nesses
cars, etc.  24,000 people confirmed dead.  Yet the earthquakes during the great tribula-
tion
will be global in nature and more powerful than anything the earth has ever seen.
-Vs. 8, “These are merely the beginning”  the worst is yet to come!

3.  Matthew 24:9-13, Intensified Persecution, because they are His followers.  
-Currently missionary activity is officially illegal in over 50 nations.
-10-13, What does he mean, He who stands firm to the end will be saved? “The person
who endures to the end of the tribulation period, after so many millions die, will be 
rescued by Jesus, and will be given the opportunity of entering into the prophesied
Kingdom.”

4.  Matthew 24:14, The world will be evangelized

-Who will evangelize the world?  Revelation 7:1-4
-How do these 144,000 come to faith in Christ if the Church is taken out at the Rap-
ture?
-Could it not be as Paul was converted on the road to Damascus these Jews will be
converted!  Look at Revelation 14:6-7, can you imagine hearing the gospel from an
Angel flying in mid heaven.

5.  Matthew 24:15-16, The antichrist visits Jerusalem

-This antichrist promised peace in Israel, but at the mid-point of the 7 years he enters
the Temple of Jerusalem and proclaims he is god, known as the abomination of 
desolation.  Daniel 9:27

-“For a brief period, satan has what he’s always wanted, namely the opportunity to 
duplicate God and attract worship of many millions of people throughout the world.  

6.  Matthew 24:16-26, The Jews will be persecuted
-When the antichrist begins his persecution many will take the advice of Jesus and flee
to the Mts.  God will guard and feed them.  It is during this time that the judgments of
Revelation will take place.  

7.  Matthew 24:27-31, The Second Coming of Christ
-From the north and the south, from the east and the west, the elect who are saved dur-
ing
the Tribulation will be gathered together
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Why is it important we know about the Tribulation as a Christ follower?
1.  Consider the severity of God’s wrath and His anger against sin.  Do we have a ha-
tred
     for sin in our life.  We like the feel good Christianity and warm fuzzy things that 
faith
     brings us….have we made God into our image or do we understand His deep hatred
     for all sin and confess and repent of it and lead others to do the same?
“Even in evangelical circles today there is a growing belief that we should just empha-
size
the positive aspects of Christianity.”  NO, it is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of a 
living God (Hebrews 10:31)!  Speaks to Christians!

2.  Matthew 24 teaches us that there is judgment coming to all those who have not 
accepted Christ as their Savior and Lord.  It is why Paul, said in 2 Cor. 5:20, “There-
fore,
we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were entreating through us; we beg you 
on  
behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God!
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