
Dear Friends,

Would you join me this Christmas season and ponder/
meditate on John 1:14? The text says, "And the Word became 
flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, glory as 
of the only begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth."  

I am amazed at the "advent," the first coming of our Lord 
here to earth. Why? Why would He leave His throne in 
Heaven?  Why would He become a cell in the very womb He 
created in His mother Mary?  Why would He allow Himself to 
go through the awfulness of life here on earth and the agony 
of the crucifixion, separation from His Father while taking the 
sins of mankind on Himself?  Why would He, the Giver of Life, 
suffer death on our behalf?  

Oh, Christian Friends, it's because of His love for the Father 
and desire to bring Him glory by offering an avenue for man-
kind to have fellowship with His Father through His sacrifice, 
in the power of the Holy Spirit.  It's because of His grace of-
fered to mankind.  I love the truth of 2 Corinthians 8:9, "For 
you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though He 
was rich, yet for your sake He became poor, that you through 
His poverty might become rich."  

Would you join me this Christmas season and take time to 
behold Him--beholdingHis glory, His majesty, His wondrous 
love for each of us?  His grace is extended to each of us! And 
as we behold Him, let's conform our lives to bring Him the 
honor and glory He deserves by serving Him with the sacrifice 
and passion He is worthy of.
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Have a wonderful "advent" season!  It will be as we take time to 
behold His glory!

Doug
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