
Dear Friends,

I have often been asked, "What really happens when a Christian 
dies?"  

I smile as there are a few things that are fairly certain in life, we 
must pay our taxes, and we're not going to get out of this life alive!  
But what takes place when that moment comes and we are no mo-
re?  

I love the following truths from His Word, friends, "Let them en-
courage you as they do me toLive in light of where we are going, 
and not where we are at."  

-Romans 8:10,11, "And if Christ is in you, though the body is dead 
because of sin, yet the spirit is alive because of righteousness.  But 
if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, 
He who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will also give life to your 
mortal bodies through His Spirit who indwells you."  

-Jesus' promise in John 11:25,26, "I am the resurrection and the 
life, he who believes in me shall live even if he dies; And everyone 
who lives and believes in me shall never die.  Do you believe this?"  

-There are four thrilling things that happen when a believer 
dies:

1.  They depart the confinements of the physical bodies.  
Philippians 1:23, Romans 8:18-23:  We are set free from the aches 
and pains that life throws out at us.

2.  They are present with the Lord....immediately upon death.  2 
Corinthians 5:8, Absent from the body...at home with the Lord.  
Revelations 21 teaches that we enter the land of "No More!"  No 
more sin, No more pain, No more suffering, No more death, No 
more sorrow, No more crying, No more curse!  
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3.  They have a new body.  2 Corinthians 5:1,2, we are clothed 
with our new body.  What will it look like you ask?  1 John 3:1-3 
(take some time to read this wonderful truth, friends!!!)

4.  We are in Heaven for all eternity, as another "Trophy of 
God's Grace."  Not because we are a good person, not because we 
went to church and served, not because we loved people, but we are in 
heaven because of God's mercy and grace.  

In closing, read with me this great truth found in Ephesians 2, "But God, 
being rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us, 
even when we were dead in our transgressions, made us alive together 
with Christ (by grace you have been saved), and raises us up with Him, 
and seated us with Him in the heavenly places, in Christ Jesus, in order 
that in the ages to come He might show the surpassing riches of His 
grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.  For by grace you have 
been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; 
not as a result of works that no one should boast."  

Have a great week friends, living in light of the glory that awaits us 
all,

Doug
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