
Dear Friends,

Each time I read through the book of Proverbs I am struck by the 
word "righteousness."  There is our position of being made "right-
eous" through the finished work of Christ on the cross and accept-
ing Him as our personal Savior.  We are clothed with His right-
eousness at that moment we are born again by grace through faith 
in Him alone!  I love that truth.  But the "righteous-ness" that Prov-
erbs is talking about is a whole different thing.  It is the practical 
outworking of our faith.

"Righteousness," as one put it, simply is "living rightly before God."  
Our character, conduct and speech seeking to be lived out by the 
Christ-follower for "His Glory, His Way!"  

Too often we let others control what we do, how we think or some-
times what we say even.  Being a "people pleaser" will never satisfy 
the individual, nor can we accomplish this as others would like us 
to.  

Friends, "righteous" living is choosing to grow deeper in love with 
the Lord each day and allowing that love for Him to control our total 
being, how we speak, think and act.  I know we will never be perfect 
this side of heaven in any facet of our being.  But....(there's that 
word again) But, are we making choices each moment of the day to 
live out our salvation, with the reverence, respect, honor and awe 
for Him as our motivation that He deserves?

Proverbs 10 and verse 6 says, "Blessings are on the head of the 
righteous."  God blesses those who bless Him-----choose to live 
for His glory, His way!  That's a difficult choice, but so attainable 
through the power of the One who lives within us.  

Let's throw fear, doubt, worry, strife, drunkenness, carousing, im-
morality, and the other sins of the flesh all out the window.  
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Right living before God is what He deserves, and something the 
world so desperately needs to see lived out.  May it begin with the 
one we look at in the mirror each day!

Your fellow traveler, heading to glory,

Doug
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