
Dear Friends,

I cannot imagine not having eye sight. I have read stories about men 
and women who were left blind for one reason or another, and who did 
amazing things even though they could not physically see with their 
eyes.  

I am finding, though, that there are many Christ-followers who might 
have their physical eye sight but cannot see the hope, peace and direc-
tion God has for them because of where they have placed their vision. 
Too many have their focus on people or circumstances and wonder why 
doubt, worry and discouragement are so often present in their life. Our 
focus is oh, so wrong.  

Now we are not the first, nor will we be the last who had this difficulty; 
one of the disciples of the inner circle named Peter had a problem with 
this. You know the familiar story, that when Peter saw Christ coming, 
walking on the water, he asked Christ to allow him (Peter) to come to 
Him. Peter did well as he stepped out of the boat and began to walk on 
the water toward Christ, until......we read these words "But seeing the 
wind, he became afraid."  

Friends, this really is so very true for each of us, as we walk the walk of 
faith down life's path. The moment we get our eyes off of Christ, seeking 
His glory above all else, seeking to live His way according to His truth--
that moment we get our eyes on people or circumstances, at that mo-
ment is when "fear, doubt, discouragement" and so much more hurt and 
pain come racing in to our life!

There is no replacement for this truth found in Hebrews 12, "Fixing our 
eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of faith, who for the joy set be-
fore Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at 
the right hand of the throne of God."  

As we walk through 2016 and all of it's unknowns, may we understand--
as we set our eye sight straight ahead on Christ alone--that deliverance, 
stability, strength and peace will be richly ours in abundance!

Have a great New Year friends,

Doug
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