
Realizing our Potential
                                                               

Introduce Ron & Christine Shava and two adult sons David and Ron Jr.  Tell their
story from Zimbabwe.  Have Frank & Nacasius pray

-Friends for us to realize our full potential as Christ followers we must not only:
 -Fear the Lord
 -Die to ourselves
 -Walk in the Spirit
 -Walk Wisely
 -Be men and women in the Word and the Word in us
 -Give of our treasures, in obedience and love

-But we must be men and women who have on our heart what is on God’s heart.
I have been praying each Thursday for us as a Church the three prayers of Paul found
in Ephesians 1, Phil 1 and Col. 1.  I want to draw your attention to the prayer found
in Philippians 1:9-11.  “And this I pray, that your love may about still more and 
more 
in real knowledge and all discernment, so that you may approve the things that 
are
excellent, in order to be sincere and blameless until the day of Christ; having been 
filled with the fruit of righteousness which comes through Jesus Christ, to the 
glory 
and praise of God.”  

-Pray

92 times in scripture the term “Compassion” is used.  Starting with Genesis 19:16, the
story of Lot and his wife being removed from Sodom/Gomorrah, “But Lot hesitated.  
So that the men seized his hand and the hand of his wife and the hands of his daugh-
ters, 
for the compassion of the Lord was upon him; and they brought him out, and put him
outside the city.”  

-Psalm 25:6, “Remember O Lord, Thy compassion and Thy lovingkindness, for they
have been from of old. (eternal).”

-Matt. 9:12, 13, “But when He heard this, He said, It is not those who are healthy who
need a physician, but those who are sick.  But go and learn what this means, “I desire
compassion, and not sacrifice,’ (quote from Hosea 6:6), for I did not come to call the
righteous, but sinners.”

-Matt. 9:36, “And seeing the multitudes, He felt compassion for them, because they 
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were distressed and downcast like sheep without a shepherd.”  

-Matt. 14:14, “And when He went ashore, He saw a great multitude, and felt compas-
sion
for them, and healed their sick.”  

-Mark 1:41, “And moved with compassion, He stretched out His hand, and touched 
him
And said to him, I am willing, be cleansed.”

-Mark 6:34, “And when He went ashore, He saw, a great multitude, and He felt
Compassion for them because they were like sheep without a shepherd; and He began 
to teach them many things.”  

-Luke 10:30-35 (read & review the picture of compassion this Samaritan showed)

-Compassion—A desire to help someone who is sick, hungry, in trouble, in need.  It 
is a sympathetic consciousness of others’ distress with a desire to alleviate it.

-Compassion simply put is “Seeing people in need with a desire to help and then help-
ing
them!”

-One of our great responsibilities as Christ followers both individually and as a local 
Church if we’re going to “Reach our full Potential is to allow the “Fruit of Compas-
sion/
Kindness” to flow forth through us to help others both spiritually, emotionally and
physically!

-The Church is the only place where this can and must happen on a consistent basis.
We can’t depend on the Govt., Social programs to do this, the Church needs to be in
the forefront of Compassionate sharing of our resources, time and energies.

-Sadly, to many feel like this, “Well this is their problem, I have worked hard for where
I am at and what I have been given, they need to learn that!”  I am sure glad Christ 
didn’t
feel or do that same thing for us!  

-Too many are callous, coldhearted and sometimes heartless which all have their roots
in “Self/Pride!”  

If were going to reach our “Full Potential” as Christ followers by showing the compas-
sion
that is needed in our land there’s a few things that need to take place.
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Understand:
1.  Those who are compassionate, will be abused, mistreated, often taken advantage of.
Isn’t that what they did to our Lord?  Hebrews 12:3

2.  This fruit of Compassion/Kindness only comes from a growing and deepening 
relationship with the Living, Loving, Life Giving, Life Changing Savior.  Abide with 
Him!
(Tom Osborne and the “Teammates” Program a great example of this!)

3.  Grow in the understanding of Romans 11:36, “For from Him and through Him and 
to
Him are all things.  To Him be the glory forever.  Amen.”  

4.  I don’t want compassion to be a one-time thing, where I see someone in need and 
help
them and feel I have done my part.   No, I want to be consistent in this character qual-
ity!
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