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“Set Apart by God” 
Living Free…Galatians #2 
Galatians 1:11-24 

The Gospel is under attack.  Christian Freedom is under attack.  Christian leaders are 
under attack all around the globe.  Now, and in the last 2000 Years……not a lot has 
changed.   

-Christian liberty/freedom so desired of God for His followers then and now were  
being influenced by to “do lists,” “Keeping this law” or “that standard” to prove  
yourself to be holy.  

-The book of Galatians was written to help us all understand that “Anything that  
opposes the sufficiency of Jesus Christ and the leading of the Holy Spirit must be 
adamantly opposed.   

-Last week in the first 10 verses of chapter 1 Paul unapologetically defended the  
Gospel.  “Freedom comes when I embrace the sufficiency of Christ and I fully 
submit 
to the leading of the Holy Spirit in my life.”   

-We learned that there was a group of people called Judaizers who opposed the suffi-
ciency 
of Christ and had replaced the leading of the Holy Spirit with rules and regulations.  
They 
not only were attacking the message of the Gospel, but the authority of Paul as an apos-
tle.. 

-If they could convince the Galatians that Paul was really not an apostle and that the  
message he was preaching wasn’t right then they now had their followers.  So Paul  
addresses this charge by looking at who he was before he knew Jesus as His Savior, his 
conversion, and his life after his conversion as a preacher of the Gospel of the Gentiles.   
Everything he says here today in our text is giving resounding evidence to his readers 
(including the Judaizers) that he was an apostle, set apart by God that the Gospel he 
was 
preaching was from God! 

-Pray 

1.  Vs. 11-12, Where Paul’s commissioning came from 

-These verses highlight what the next 12 are going to be about.  This Gospel that you 
heard 
from me is not from man but from Jesus Christ Himself.   I was not taught this message 
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by man nor did I receive it from man but through a revelation of Jesus Christ.   I was  
commissioned by Christ and my message is from Christ!   

2.  Vs. 13-14, Paul’s past as a persecutor of the Church 

Acts 26:10-11, This is who I was.  Furthermore I was on my way to becoming one of 
the  
more recognized spiritual leaders in Israel.  A student of the Rabbi Gamaliel.  The reali-
ty 
is that he knew more about Judaism than the Judaizers!  Not only did he not believe in 
Jesus 
he was trying to destroy anyone who did and thought the message they were preaching 
was 
a lie and an affront to Judaism.  His zeal for his faith caused him to advance quickly up 
the 
ladder as a young Rabbi.   

-Q..Why is Paul bringing this up?   Who was it that brought about my Conversion?  If 
this is  
who I was how did that happen?  Did the Jews convince me?  Were they wanting me to 
keep 
persecuting the church?  Was it the Christians he was persecuting?   Hardly!   He want-
ed them all in prison or put to death.  Then how did it happen?   How am I hear today 
proclaiming this 
message?     

-God!!!!  I am a living, walking miracle of God.   You think a human message could 
have  
changed my life like this?   How is it possible to go from being a rabbi to an apostle 
apart 
from the grace and power of God through Jesus Christ.  This transformation that has 
taken  
place in my life is evidence that the message I am preaching and my position as an 
apostle are  
from God Himself! 

3.  Vs. 15-16a, Paul’s Conversion 

-Notice the emphasis here.  Paul is saying that it was God who was the central figure in 
his 
conversion not himself.  He realized that everything he had gone through up to that 
point was  
in preparation for him to proclaim the Gospel to the people in the places God wanted 
him.  It 
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was God who set me apart and God who called me by His grace.  In other words, sal-
vation is  
by grace not your own efforts.  We are not going to solve the mysteries of divine sover-
eignty 
and human responsibility this side of heaven but we can know for sure because of 
God’s word 
that God desires that no one should perish and those who have placed their faith in Je-
sus  
Christ were chosen in Him before the foundation of the world (Eph. 1:4)   

-It was through Jesus Christ that I was set free.  I used to think this Jesus was a fraud.  I 
used 
to be self righteous because of my religiosity and keeping the Law but now I had an 
inward experience with Jesus Christ Himself.   

-One of the major themes of Paul’s letters is the significance of being “IN” Christ.  It’s 
going 
to come up again in Galatians.  God did this not just for me but for others, “that I might  
preach Him among the Gentiles.”  This very fact was evidence that this was from God.  
A 
Jew willingly going to the Gentiles.  The Gentiles were looked down upon by the Jews 
but 
Paul had been set free!!!  Free from his religiosity, free from His prejudices, free from  
himself and now all he cared about was proclaiming the Gospel, the very means by 
which  
people are set free. 

4.  Vs. 16b-23, Pauls life as a preacher of the Gospel to the Gentiles 

-He had already affirmed that his message had not been influenced by men before his  
conversion or during his conversion and now he is going to explain that even after his  
conversion his message was not influenced by men!  Yes, Paul met with other Chris-
tians 
after his conversion but these interactions were not doctrinally related.  Given who he 
was 
and what he had done to the church it would have made sense for him to go to 
Jerusalem 
after he was saved, get acquainted with the church, and profit from their spiritual in-
struction, 
but this he did not do, (obviously God was leading him in this).  That could have been a  
hindrance in his ministry to the Gentiles.  Remember, the Gospel came to the Jew first 
and the death of Stephen was a turning point in the spread of the Gospel because perse-
cution ramped 
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up and believers were scattered, taking with them the Good News to the places they 
went.   
You’ll remember Philip introduced the Gospel to the Samaritan, Peter introduced the 
Gospel 
to the Gentiles but it was Paul who God had commissioned to take the Gospel to the 
Gentile 
masses. 

-We know right after he was saved he had an initial ministry in Damascus (Acts 
9:19-20) 
and went away to Arabia for possibly three years (Gal. 1:18)  What was he doing, no 
doubt studying, praying and evangelizing.  God used those years to teach Paul.  

-He did not go from Arabia to Jerusalem but from Arabia to Damascus.  No doubt the 
Jews 
there would want to kill him knowing that he was now following Jesus.  He finally vis-
its 
Jerusalem three years after his conversion to get acquainted with Peter and was only 
with him 
for 15 days.  We know from Acts 9 that the apostles were unsure of Paul after he came 
to  
know Jesus, certainly this would not have been the case had they been the ones to lead 
him 
to the Lord.  While there he saw only Peter and James (the Lord’s brother).  He is prov-
ing that 
he received neither his message or his apostleship from the church in Jerusalem.  He 
had  
received them from Jesus Christ alone!  

-What he is not saying is that somehow he and Peter and the other apostles are preach-
ing  
different messages.  He is simply saying that he did not receive the message from them, 
but from Jesus Christ Himself!   

-Paul’s life was in danger as it was in Damascus so he travels into the regions of Syria, 
Cilicia. 
He is there approximately 7 years before Barnabas recruited him for ministry in Anti-
och  
(Acts 11).  Some believers in Jerusalem knew him but the churches of Judea did not 
know  
Him.   

-Make no mistake, they had heard of him and here is what they heard (Vs. 23). 
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-This brought glory to God!  What was he preaching?  The Gospel that he had received 
from 
God!  That one becomes a Christian when they by faith receive the gift of salvation 
through  
Christ which was given simply by His grace.   

-Justification by grace through faith alone.   

-Who sent him to preach?  God 

-What was the response of the Jewish Christians in Judea? 

5.  Vs. 24, They were glorifying God because of me. 

-Are people doing this as they see our life?   
Some thoughts to think on: 
-Am I completely committed to following Christ?  As we looked at these verses we 
cannot 
help but see the “Radical Transformation” in Paul’s life and his “Radical Commitment” 
to 
the message he was given and the ministry he was called to.   

-Am I all in as Paul was?  We are all called to fellowship with Jesus Christ.  We are all  
called to be living testimonies of His transforming work by walking in the Fruit of the 
Spirit 
and the Fruit of Wisdom.   

-We are here as Christ followers to do our part with our Time, Talents and Trea-
sures for His glory….His Way!!!!!  Not our glory and our preferences!!! 

Close with Romans 11:33-36, (underline----mark it in your Bible)  “On the depth of the 
riches both of the wisdom and the knowledge of God!  How unsearchable are His 
judgments 
and unfathomable His ways!  For who has known the mind of the Lord, or who became 
His 
counselor?   Or who has first given to Him that it might be paid back to Him again?  
For 
from Him and through Him and to Him are all things.  To Him be the glory forever.  
Amen” 
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