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                                                        The Fight for Freedom 
                                                             Galatians 2:1-10 
                                                          Living Free 2/22/16 

I have done a few memorial services at F. McPherson National Cemetery by Maxwell, 
NE.  Most of the graves were marked by a simple white headstone with the names and 
rank of service men and women and their families.  Friends as I stand there each time 
I am reminded that the price of freedom in our nation is “NEVER” free.  For many the 
price of freedom cost their lives. 

-In Ephesians 6:12, we read, “Our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against  
rulers, against the powers, against the world forces of this darkness, against the  
spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly places.”  The kind of battle we are in 
is as real as World War II, I, the Korean War, the Vietnam War and the war on Terror.  
The only difference is our battle is not fought with guns, airplanes and bombs, but the 
truth of the Word of God, unhindered, not changed! 

-From the time of the book of Galatians was written through today the Gospel is under 
attack, our freedoms as Christians are under attack, the Authority of God’s Word is  
under attack.   

-The question is today as it was back in Paul’s day is, “Do we care enough as Christ 
followers to take a stand?”  Acts 21:13, Paul said, “I am ready not only to be bound,  
but even to die at Jerusalem for the name of the Lord Jesus.”  Are you willing to fight 
for Christ honoring Biblical Freedom?  Turn with me to Galatians 2 

1.  Vs. 1-2, It’s a battle worth fighting.  Last week we saw from our text that Paul  
proved beyond a shadow of a doubt that he received both his ministry and message 
from 
God and not from man (including the Apostles.   

- He goes up to Jerusalem with Barnabas and Titus.  He wasn’t asked to come by the  
leaders of the church in Jerusalem. While he was there he thought it was important to  
consult with the other apostles privately regarding the message he was preaching to the 
Gentiles.  He was not concerned that somehow his message was wrong (we have al-
ready 
established it wasn’t).  He was not seeking their approval, after all he had received the 
message from Jesus Christ.   

-Paul was concerned with how the pillars of the church would see the message to the 
gentiles in light of their ministry to the jews!”  Would they side with the Judaizers?   
Would they compromise the message in some way?  If so, Paul knew that would  
greatly affect his future ministry to the Gentiles.  He wanted to make sure they were  
all on the same page with the Gospel that had been given them by the LORD! 
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2.  Vs. 3-5, There is no compromising the message.  Why in the world did Paul bring  
Titus to Jerusalem with him?  He was a Gentile.  Paul knew that a person was saved by 
grace through faith but he was wondering if the pillars of the church in Jerusalem 
would  
tell him that Titus needed to be circumcised.  You have to remember how hard of a  
lesson this would have been for Jewish Christians to grasp.  The difference between  
Jews and Gentiles had existed for years.  The Mosaic Law spelled out how they were  
to be different.  They were not to be like the surrounding nations.  Now, through the 
death of Christ, the walls had been broken down so that in Christ there was neither  
Jew or Greek…..they were all one in Christ Jesus (Gal. 3:28-29).   

-Paul boldly declares that Titus was not compelled to be circumcised.  In other words,  
the pillars agreed that a person is saved by grace through faith plus nothing!!! 

-Vs. 4, The false brethren, were the Judaizers.  They exerted tremendous amounts of 
pressure saying that for him to truly be saved he needed to be circumcised.  The false 
brethren had snuck into the gathering and came alongside the pillars, they were  
uninvited guests.  They were spying on the freedom that was being taught and tried to 
trip them up and get them to believe in their gospel of works and faith.   

-Vs 5, Paul refused to give into them even for one single moment.  You compromise in 
one area you have a slippery slope down in a bunch of other areas and truth goes flying 
out the window fast! 

3.  Vs. 6-10, The Message affirmed by the Apostles (Pillars of the faith)   

-Even though Paul did not need the Apostles approval, these pillars of the faith ap-
proved 
the message of the Gospel for both Jew and Gentile alike that would set mankind free 
from the bonds of sin and death.   

-Peter, John and James the Lord’s brother gave wholehearted ascent to this great truth, 
that Christ died for our sins and was buried, rising victorious on the third day just as He 
said He would, defeating both sin and death and offers to mankind everywhere, the gift  
of salvation---free for the taking---but it cost Christ His life! 

-Not only did they endorse the message of the Gospel being presented by Paul to the 
gentiles but they saw Paul as a partner in the ministry.  As an equal!  Just as Peter was  
given a divine commission to preach the Gospel to the Jews so Paul had been given a 
commission from God to preach to the Gentiles!   

-They even extended to Paul and Barnabas the “right hand of fellowship.  It was a way 
of saying to everyone, “We agree that God’s hand is on their lives and we fully endorse 
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both the message and ministry to the Gentiles.”  Partners in His work! 

-Vs. 10, Remember the poor.  The believers in Jerusalem because of the Roman  
Enslavement were notoriously poor.  Don’t forget the needs both spiritually and  
physically of the poor  (Gal. 6:9, 10) 

Application for today: 

1.  Remember that Doctrine leads to Duty.  If I know the truth than it should affect/ 
impact the way I live and serve.  Not for man’s notice but God’s glory, His way! 

2.  Beware of competition and comparison among believers! 

-The Judaizers were trying to pit Paul against the “true” apostles.  It’s not about how  
large our church is compared to another.  Who was the pastors etc, it’s about the  
Gospel of Christ getting out to a lost and dying world!!!!! 

3.  Am I willing to stand, proclaim and fight for the Gospel?  It is the only truth that 
saves lives.   

-How many of you have heard of Polycarp, Wycliffe, Huss, Luther?  These people who  
were willing to both live for the truth of the Gospel, fight for it and die for it.   Luther,  
“Here I stand, I can do no other, God help my soul!”   

-The problem with the Gospel today is “sin.”  One of the versions of the Gospel is that 
 we can live however you want and say you believe in Jesus and your good.   

-Friends, God’s word defines sin, not you and me!  Social issues cannot determine  
what and how we believe.  It is God’s Word----His Truth we stand on.  Not in arro-
gance,  
but in humility and boldness 

-What would have happened in our founding father and hundreds and thousands of  
others just said, we desire freedom but weren’t willing to risk their lives for it? 

-Seeking His glory…..His way!!! 
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