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Staying Vigilant in the Fight for Freedom   
Galatians 2:11-21 

Matthew 26:41, “Keep watching and praying, that you may not enter into temptation; 
the 
spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak.”  The Disciples had let their guard down while in 
the Garden of Gethsemane, when instructed to watch and pray by our Lord.  How easy  
it is to let our guard down.  To take a break.  To think we are doing well enough, all is  
going ok, and then “wham” we get hit upside the head by the enemy.   

-1 Corinthians 10:12, “Let him who thinks he stands take heed lest he fall.”  The enemy 
of the World, the Flesh and the Devil are strong and seeking to devour each of us.  Paul 
sets a great example as he stayed alert, he knew the enemy was active and he was al-
ways 
when the Gospel of the grace of God was being threatened.  He was always aware 
when 
Christian freedom was being threatened.   Not only was he aware, but he was ready to 
act. 

-We’re studying in the book of Galatians and we are in chapter 2:11-21 today, Staying  
vigilant in the fight for freedom!”   

1.  Vs. 11-13, The Problem 

We have seen through the first 1 ½ chapters Paul fighting for freedom.  Not giving an  
inch to these false teachers called Judaizers who wanted to add to the Gospel two  
portions of the law:  Circumcision and dietary laws.  Pau did not give an inch to these  
false teachers regarding the Gospel---if you give an inch it ceases to be the gospel of 
grace through faith in Christ alone----we need to help Christ---by keeping the law. 

-How many of you would agree that the last person Paul would have to confront was  
Peter?  This was a public confrontation because the sin was public.  We had just read  
in vs. 9 of last weeks text that Peter and the other pillars of the faith extended “the right 
hand of fellowship” to Paul and Barnabas.  Then two verses later Paul is opposing Pe-
ter 
to his face.   

-Vs. 12 This is freedom!  We find Peter eating openly with Gentiles (remember what 
the 
Judaizers were saying?)  You had to obey food laws and be circumcised to truly experi-
ence 
conversion.  Peter is living what he believed.  They were one in Christ, accepting one  
another, neither Jew nor Gentile better than the other, but one in Christ! 
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-But some men came from James (the Lord’s brother who we know was a pillar of the  
Faith).  Paul doesn’t say that the James sent these men and does not recognize them as  
leaders in the church but they were a part of the party of the circumcision (Judiazers).   

-Peter was afraid and began to gradually withdrawing from eating with the Gentiles.  
He 
was very aware of the possibility of persecution.  This was Peter—man of courage, he 
was the disciple who jumped out of the boat, and walked on water…etc.. “The fear of 
Man” got to him.  His falling away led to others falling away, even Barnabas. Paul 
says, 
they joined peter in hypocrisy. (13) 
-What happens if Paul allows this to go forward?  Maybe they send out someone else  
from the circumcision party.  If Peter and Barnabas are allowed to go forward in their 
actions without confrontation an incredible legalism wins, Christian freedom loses.   
the souls of many are at stake!   

-Note please, this confrontation was not over preferences…..but the very truth of the  
Gospel.  These Judiazers wanted to add to the finished work of Christ on the cross, for 
man’s salvation…..these two laws were important to them.  Paul rebukes them! 

2.  Vs. 14-21, The Rebuke 

-14, a paraphrase of this text, “If you, a Jew, live like a non-Jew when you’re not being 
observed by the watchdogs from Jerusalem, what right do you have to require non-jews  
to conform to Jewish customs just to make a favorable impression on your old  
Jerusalem cronies?”   

-Peter knew he was wrong.  Remember friends, there is one Gospel, and One Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ.  There are NOT two ways to be saved, only one, by grace through 
Faith in Jesus Christ!  Anything that would suggest otherwise is not from God! 

-15-16, The first time the word JUSTIFICATION shows up in this letter and probably 
in 
All of Paul’s writings as this is the first letter Paul writes.  Justification, one of the most 
important words in all of Paul’s writings. 

-How is a person justified?  Justification is the act of God by which He declares the  
believing sinner righteous on the basis of Christ’s finished work on the cross.  It is 
Justification that says “My sins are remembered no more.”  God exchanged my sin for 
the righteousness of His Son! 

-To be justified you have to understand and admit that you are a sinner and by faith  
receive the gift of salvation through Jesus Christ.  When I receive Jesus I am declared 
righteous.  Justification by faith is a critical doctrine of the Christian faith and Peter’s  
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behavior was saying that us Jews are better, thus challenging the doctrine of Justifica-
tion. 

-Justification says we are all sinners and are all saved the same way, “by grace through  
Faith in Jesus Christ alone!” 

-17-18, One of the points Paul’s opposition was trying to make was that justification by 
Faith and allowing one to follow the leading of the Holy Spirit was allowing sinful 
behavior.  “Trust Jesus and then do what you want to do.”  But if a person who had 
been 
Justified by God on the basis of the finished work of Christ on the cross and then re-
turned 
to the Law, the law would do what it has always done, reveal that you were a sinner! 

-Clearly Paul had Peter in mind with these verses.  Peter had abandoned the law in fa-
vor of 
the gospel of the grace of God.  He had preached this Gospel to the Jews and Gentiles.   
now to go back to the law he was rebuilding what he had torn down and forgetting all 
that 
God had done in and through him….all because of the fear of man!   

-19, The law revealed sin and that the world is accountable to God.  There is another 
doctrine 
we don’t want to miss here.  When a person recognizes they are a sinner in need of a 
Savior 
that person becomes one of His!  Identified with Christ, so it is ass if when He died, 
you  
died and he was raised, you are raised.  Therefore Paul says, I am dead to the law be-
cause 
I am alive in Christ.  I don’t need the help of the Law to show me how to live anymore  
because I now have the resurrection power of Jesus Christ living in me through the per-
son 
of the Holy Spirit. 

-20, paraphrase, “I have been crucified with Christ.  My ego is no longer central.  It is 
no 
longer important that I appear righteous before you or have your good opinion, and I 
am no 
longer driven to impress God.  Christ lives in me.  The life you see me living is not 
“mine,”  
but it is lived by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.  I am 
not 
going back on that.”   
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-The self centered Paul, self righteous Paul (that came from the law) is gone.  Paul no  
longer sits on the throne of his life, he has a new King, King Jesus, sitting on that 
throne!   
Christ lives in me, but as you know, just because you have Jesus in you does not auto-
matically 
mean you will live for Jesus!  Only as we live by faith in the Son of God do we allow 
His  
Spirit to go to work in and through us to bring glory to His name, His way!   

-What was faith founded on, motivated by?  The finished work of Christ on the cross, 
the 
empty Tomb.  The fact that Jesus loved you and me and delivered Himself up for us! 

-21, Paul says, “I refuse to nullify the grace of God.” I wil not abandon my Christian 
freedom 
to go back into a self righteous, legalistic way of living.  After all, if you could gain 
Righteousness by keeping a list of rules then the death of Christ was nothing! 

Application: 

1.  The fear of man brings a snare.  People pleasing will always cause us to stumble.  
How is 
the fear of man seen today?  Drinking, drugs, sex outside of marriage, cutting corners,  
laughing at inappropriate jokes, not standing up for Jesus in the market place and 
speaking  
out for His glory.  True freedom only comes as Paul teaches, when I embrace the suffi-
ciency 
of Christ and fully submit to the leading of the Holy Spirit in my life!  Being more of a 
Christ 
pleaser than a man pleaser!   

-Before we judge Peter too harshly let’s ask “do we fear man more than we fear God? 

2.  Stay away from comparisons.  You know, feeling, well I am living better than so 
and so 
down the street so I deserve…..  Friends Justification says that the ground is level at 
the foot  
of the cross.  All are sinners and need a Savior and Christ alone is the only one that can 
save 
us from our sin, eternal death and hell! 

3.  Being willing to stand for the truth of the Gospel, even though others might 
not!   
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How many People today believe in Jesus and something else?  Are you willing to love 
them  
and get to know them and help them learn the truth of the Gospel of Grace through 
faith in  
Christ alone?  Freedom comes when we embrace the sufficiency of Christ and fully 
submit to 
the leading of the Holy Spirit in our life! 

-Friends let’s review vs 20, daily living this out.  We will not be perfect, but when we  
worship the perfect One, Jesus Christ the righteous and die to self, daily, the fullness of 
His power will flow forth through us as we live out the Gospel of Jesus Christ!  

-Staying Vigilant in the Fight for Freedom is self dying daily, fighting for the truth of 
the 
Gospel, not our personal preferences, our want’s and desires…… 
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