
                      “Galations - Living Free”	 	 Pastor Doug’s, Sermon, February 7, 2016

                                         Living Free Study in Galatians  #1 
                                     Don’t Mess with the Gospel”  Gal. 1:1-10 

Many individuals carry a heavy box filled with:  Worry, Fear, Circumstances, a Job 
situation that’s not going well.  Some live under the guilt of past Sin, Rules that if 
I keep them I will be more spiritual, or fearing that somedays I have a bad attitude  
and feeling I am less of a Christian.  We like to say we are free, but many live under 
one or more of these heavy loads and are weighted down, not able to be and do what 
God has set them a part to be about.   

-Today we begin our study in the book of Galatians.  Christian freedom was under  
attack.  Galatia was made up of several churches:  Pisidian, Antioch, Iconium, had 
both Jews and Gentiles in attendance.  Galatia was like a region and this letter was 
written to these different churches to encourage them to allow Christ and His Gospel 
to reign and rule Supreme!   

-Acts 14 gives us the back drop.  On Paul’s first Missionary journey, these churches 
were started.  There were Jews who didn’t believe and created such a disturbance that 
they were going to stone them so Barnabas and Paul went to Lystra.   Paul heals a  
lame man and the crowds then want to treat he and Barnabas as Greek gods, wanting  
them to offer them sacrifices, which they both adamantly rejected.   

-Acts 14:14-19, the backdrop (read and comment)  Note what happened vs. 20-23! 
They strengthened the souls, encouraged the saints in their faith….where?  Right  
back where Paul was stoned.  In the midst of all this churches began in the Galatian 
region and we get the impression there was a battle that was taking place.  

-When these churches were established both Jews and Gentiles were saved.  There was 
a group known as the Judaizers that had invaded the church and some of these  
believers were being drawn back into the very life they were set free from. 

-It is critical that we understand that the Judaizers were not opposed to Jesus.  They 
were preaching that to truly experience conversion you should not only put your  
Faith in Christ but also commit to obeying the Law (specifically the dietary restrictions 
and circumcision).  It was the Gospel of Christ plus something! 

-Paul’s major issue was the fact that they had changed the Gospel.  This is not just an 
Anti-legalism letter.  While it is certainly opposed, Paul’s real battle is with those 
who have changed the gospel, which led to legalism, and prevented people from  
Living Free in Christ!   

-These Jews were proud, God has always worked through us, give us the Law, so it 
makes sense that He is still working through us and if you want to become acceptable 
to God you much become like us!”  The Judaizers mixed law and grace.  They didn’t  
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get how the Jews & Gentiles related to each other in the Church and in God’s Program. 

-God had promised to establish a kingdom for Israel.  The OT says that God would  
save Gentiles (Is. 2:2, 11:10) and establish a kingdom for Israel.  But how do they fit 
together?  They loved the glory of the past (Moses) and longed for the glory of the fu-
ture  
and were holding all this over the Gentiles. 

-The Jews were saying that the work of Christ and dependence on the HS were insuffi-
cient. 
Remember, Paul was not opposed to the Law, he even encouraged Timothy to be cir-
cumcised 
so that he might be able to reach more people with the Gospel.  He was opposed to 
looking at 
the Law as a means to be save.  He was opposed to the idea that you had to become a 
Jew to 
be accepted by God.   

-Anything that undermines the complete sufficiency of the work of Jesus Christ and the  
leading of the HS Paul adamantly opposed.  In other words, it is not Christ Alone and 
the  
Spirit Alone it must be radically opposed. 

1.  Vs. 1-5, Apostle:  Jesus had many disciples but only 12 apostles.  The word means 
“to be 
sent with a commission.”  One of the requirements for apostleship was you had to have 
seen 
The risen Christ.  Paul both saw Him and was commissioned by Him.  This apostleship 
came from the resurrected Christ through the Father.   

-Paul hammers the Gospel in the first 5 verses.  It was being attached so he wastes no 
time. 
Grace and peace go together.  If you are not at peace you may need to reevaluate your  
understanding of grace and how you are living it out.   

-Vs. 3-5:  Remember these were new believers who were receiving this letter.  Paul 
says that  
it was Jesus who gave Himself for our sins not to further put us in bondage as the Ju-
daizers  
were doing but to deliver us out of this present evil age.  Delivered from this world sys-
tem.  
for them, it was the life that the Judaizers were trying to get them to live.  Christ did 
not die 
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so that you would wait 70-80 years and finally be free in heaven.  He came to deliver 
you  
for today!  Freedom Today!  And that freedom is found when I/we embrace the suffi-
ciency of 
Christ and fully submit to the leading of the HS in our life.  His glory-----His way!!!!! 

-To whom be the glory forevermore.  Amen! 

2.  Vs. 6-7:  Notice Paul’s concern:  Unlike his other letters he has written he takes 
them 
right to the battle!    
-You are not just turning to a different theology.  You are in the process of deserting 
God Himself for a different gospel.  Do you understand what you are doing?  
-You are trading grace for legalism, you are trading freedom for bondage.   

-Paul was shocked that this was happening so quickly.  He was just with them and they 
were already being swayed by these people who were distorting the gospel of Christ!  
It is 
very important to understand that one does not become a Christian by obeying a set of 
rules or agreeing to a set of doctrines.  One becomes a Christian when they by faith re-
ceive 
the gift of salvation through Christ which was given simply by His grace.  You cannot 
mix 
Grace and works! 

-If I add works to grace it ceases to be grace.  We also must understand that the Christ-
ian 
Life we live is lived in a personal living relationship with God through Jesus Christ and 
in 
the Power of the Holy Spirit. 

-When you turn from grace to rules you turn from God Himself?  Paul makes the point  
“there cannot be two gospel’s.”  They are proclaiming a whole different message which 
is 
no gospel at all.  They were saying like many others today and throughout history have 
said, “we believe in Jesus but we also have something wonderful to add.”   

-How is it possible to add anything better to the grace of God through Jesus Christ.  It 
is 
disturbing (troubling) the believers in these churches! 

Illustration:  Before we go any further we need to look inside our own hearts.  You can 
begin to say, “Man this sounds great but I am sure glad this type of thing really doesn’t 
apply to me.  Be careful here.  I want to suggest that this can apply to us if we let it.   
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-Remember anything that opposes the sufficiency of Christ and the leading of the Holy  
Spirit is what we are talking about here. 

-How many of you feel better about your standing with God when you read your bible  
5 times during the week?   
-How many of you feel better about yourself when you make it to church every Sunday 
during a month? 
-How many of you feel better about yourself and your standing with God when you 
follow 
certain spiritual standards that you have set up or that other religions have set up? 
-How many of you parents feel better about yourself as a parent as long as your chil-
dren are 
behaving properly? 
-How many of you Americans have thought more than once that other countries would 
be 
better off spiritually if they did life our way? 

-Do you see how easy it is to deny the sufficiency of Christ and the leading of the Holy  
Spirit????? 

-These all might be good and well things, but we don’t do them to find favor or salva-
tion! 
-These are all done to help us grow in our relationship with Christ the Supreme One 
who 
gave His life for our sins and there is nothing we can do to earn it!!!! 

3.  Vs. 8-9; This is not just an opinion I have or a disagreement we have with one an-
other. 
This is a disagreement with God.  Remember, this message I preached to you came 
from  
my mouth by way of God!  If anyone (including me, the angels, or anyone else) 
preaches 
to you a different gospel let him be delivered over to divine wrath (eternal destruction) 
let him be accursed.   

4.  Vs. 10:  Apparently the Judaizers must have accused Paul of teaching freedom from  
the Law in order to gain favor from the Gentiles.  If Paul was seeking favor of men, he  
Probably would not be hurling around anathema’s and he would have just stayed a  
Pharisee rather than becoming a servant of Christ.  It was actually the Judaizers who 
were  
men pleasers (4:17).  They wanted to shut these believers off from Paul so that they 
would 
pursue them.   
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-Paul had not received his message from men!  He was not commissioned by men! 
He was not seeking the favor of men….But he was a bondservant of Christ. 

Conclusion:  Friends, don’t mess with the Gospel.  Search your heart and ask yourself 
if 
you are in any way denying the sufficiency of Christ in your life and have replaced the 
leading of the Holy Spirit with rules and regulations. 

-Let’s exalt the Lord doing life for His Glory---------His Way.  He is All Sufficient  
because of who He is and what He has done! 
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