
                      “Galations - Living Free”	 	 Pastor Doug’s, Sermon, March 13, 2016

                                                 “Why the Law?” 
                                                 Galatians 3:15-29 

There are two basic rules when teaching:  1)  No talking when the teacher is talking. 
I am going to listen to you when you are talking and I want you to listen to me when 
I am talking.  2)  Be nice/respectful to each other.  These two rules work well if we 
are going to be an effective teacher.  Rules are effective boundaries and positive  
ways to set boundaries.  These rules are put in place to protect and provide structure 
so that the kids can learn what is being taught and learn how to relate with one 
another in a positive way.  Rules in and of themselves do not give life or change a 
persons heart.   

-In last Sundays sermon in the book of Galatians Paul beautifully conveyed to the  
believer in the Galatian churches that “Justification” is by grace through faith in  
Christ alone and not by the works of the law.  These believers received the Holy  
Spirit not by works of the law but through hearing with faith!  He reminded them of  
their own personal experience and then took them back to Scripture—the words of 
Moses reminding them of the insufficiency of the Law as well as asking them to  
remember how Abraham (the father of the Jewish people) was justified?  Gen. 15:6 

-But there was still questions to be answered:  1) Why the Law?  2) Did the Mosaic  
Law replace the Abrhahamic Covenant?  3)  Is the Law contrary to the promises of  
God?  Pauls desire was to leave no stone unturned so he continues with his theological 
defense of the Gospel of the grace of God. 

1.  Galatians 3:15-18, The Promise/Covenant 

-15, Some might ask, “But Paul the Law came after the promise to Abraham and there-
fore 
nullified the promise and made following the Law necessary for salvation.” 

-The Abrahamic Covenant/Promise:  Genesis 17:1-2, Genesis 12:3.  The word “Prom-
ise” 
“Covenant” is critical in this discussion.  God was announcing the Gospel way back in 
Genesis.  So the promise included justification by faith.  The Promise was given 2000 
BC 
while the Law was given 1450 BC.   

-The Judaizers were trying to say that the Law changed the promise and Paul explains 
that simply “cannot be.”  When a “Covenant/Promise” is made according to the Roman 
law someone cannot come along and change it.  That would be illegal.  The only ones 
who can change the covenant/promise are the ones who made the agreement. He is  
simply saying that since this is true in your human dealings and more true when deal-
ing 
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with God!   

-God made the covenant/promise with Abraham!  Abraham did not make any promises 
or have to keep certain conditions, he simply believed!  It was by grace this covenant/ 
promise was made.  “The promises of God do not change!”  

-16, Notice that Paul says “seed,” not “seeds.”  The seed here refers to Jesus Christ! 
The 
people of Israel knew and believed that the blessing would come through an individual. 
that promise was to be fulfilled in the Messiah.  The Messiah has come and God made 
the promise to Abraham through Jesus Christ so only God the Father and God the Son  
can change this promise and the promise has not changed!!! 

-17, The 430 years here most likely refers to the time God reaffirmed His covenant 
with 
Jacob (Genesis 46:1-4)  to the time the Law was given at Mount Sinai.  The Law does  
not invalidate a covenant made by God and therefore does not nullify the promise. 

-18, Paul says that if the inheritance (justification by faith) is based on law it is no 
longer 
based on a promise.  But the inheritance (justification by faith, true salvation) was giv-
en 
simply by God’s grace to those who believe.  Obeying the Law was not and is not 
necessary to obtain the inheritance. 

2.  Vs. 19-20, Why the Law then? 

-If the Law is not necessary for salvation and if a person cannot receive the Holy Spirit  
through the Law, then what’s the point?   
 1.  It was added because of transgressions, reveal sin 
 2.  As a way of restraining sin 
 3.  Putting up boundaries to protect people 
 4.  It was added until the seed would come to whom the promise had been made 

-The Law was temporary but the promise unconditional.  When Moses received the 
Law 
it was from God through angels to him and then he (Moses) gave it to the people.  
When  
the covenant was made with Abraham it was done directly without a mediator.  A  
mediator helps two parties come to an agreement but Abraham did not need one be-
cause  
God dealt directly with him.  Remember, God approached Abraham, not the other way  
around and God Himself took the responsibility to fulfill what He promised.  God is 
One 
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and there was no mediator in this case. 

3.  Vs. 21-26,  Is the Law contrary to the Promise? 

-21, This must have been a question raised by the Judaizers.  The Law and the Promise 
are 
not contrary to one another.  The Law was never given to impact spiritual life.  That 
can 
only happen by grace through faith.  Paul is pointing out that if keeping the Law, legal-
istic 
behaviors were able to impart spiritual life, we would have seen that by now.   You 
don’t 
get righteousness by keeping the Law.  Furthermore, why would Jesus have died on 
the cross if you were able to obtain righteousness through the Law?  Remember,  
Righteousness could have come through the Law if you were able to keep it perfectly 
but  
as we say last week, that is impossible!   

-22, This verse shows us how the Law and the promise are not contrary but actually the  
Law revealed our guilt and need for a Savior.  The Law revealed our need because it 
revealed our sin and guilt.  Because of the Law we are brought to the point of realizing  
there is One hope, “The Promise by faith in Jesus Christ for those who believe.”   
-What is the promise?  Justification by faith!  He expands on this thought next. 

-23, “Before faith came” means, before faith in Jesus Christ---vs. 22 how it happens! 
before this faith came Israel was under the custody of the Law.  The Law was not a bad  
thing.  It was given by God for a purpose.  To help protect and teach the Jews until the  
Messiah showed up!  The Law:  Sanctification, showed that their God was not like 
the 
gods of the Philistines and surrounding nations.  He’s personal, cares about every detail 
of your life.  Remember the nations surrounding them were wicked and the Law helped 
protect them.  The problem was that many Jews were into “Law worship.”  They were 
worshipping the very thing that was to drive them to their need of God! 

4.  Vs. 24-26, The Law was our “Tutor”   

-To lead us to Christ that we may be justified by faith!  A tutor:  A teacher who works 
with a student or a small group of students.  A person who is charged with the instruc-
tion 
and guidance of another.   

-What was the purpose of the Tutor?  To help the children grow up.  Sanctification!  
Once 
the kids reached a certain age there was no longer a need for a tutor.  What Paul was  
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saying, “The Law was your guardian/tutor, until Christ came.  But now that Christ has  
come there is no longer a need for a tutor.   

-You who believe and have been justified by faith in Christ are all (Adult) sons and  
daughters of God. 

5.  Vs. 27-29, We are one in Christ 

-27, Baptism here refers to “spirit baptism.”  Remember it is the Holy Spirit inside a  
persons life that is the true indicator as to whether or not that person is saved.   

-If the Holy Spirit is inside a persons life it indicates whose they are!  Paul talks about 
this 
in 1 Cor. 12:13-14, “For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body, whether 
Jews  
or Greeks, whether slaves or free and we all made to drink of one Spirit.  

-For the body is not one member but many!  The baptism of the Spirit makes us a part 
of  
the family of God.   

-“Clothed with Christ” means you changed your clothes.  Both the Galatians and the  
Romans would understand this analogy.  Whenever a child reached a certain age, he 
was 
given a toga which indicated he was now an adult citizen.  He was grown up.  This is 
your 
standing before God see 3:26!!!!  Why go back to the Law and become a kid again! 

-28, All one in Christ!  Think of a Gentile hearing this.  For so long they had no 
covenant 
relationship with God.  No promise of a Messiah.  NOW, they hear that they are one.  
the Pharisees would actually pray, “I thank Thee God, that I am not a Gentile, a 
woman,  
or a slave.”  All that….is now out the window because we are one in Christ! 

-29, If Christ was the seed of Abraham being talked about in vs. 16, and I am not in 
Christ 
than I am now one of Abraham’s spiritual offspring, thus fulfilling the Promise/
Covenant 
God made with Abraham!  We are heirs of the promise! 

Take home: 

1.  Are we worshipping the very thing that should be driving us to the Lord?  The  
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Judaizers were worshipping the Law—which should have been driving them to the 
Lord.   

-Think of all the things that should drive us to God yet we worship it or worse are apa-
thetic 
to it instead of allowing those things to drive us to the Lord! 

-Creation, Spouse, Family, Sports, Someone really skilled in what they do…..Some-
times  
the creation can take the place of God, sports, kids, religious exercises we grew up 
with! 

2.  Put on the new clothes and live as an heir!  We are child of the living God by 
grace  
through faith in Him!  We are alt and Light, Attached to the Vine, Fruit bearers of 
whom Christ dwells.  Part of the family of God. 

-Ephesians 4:24, “and put on the new self, which in the likeness of God has been creat-
ed 
in righteousness and holiness and truth.”   

-Colossians 3:12, “and so, as those who have been chosen of God, holy and beloved, 
put 
on a heart of compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience.”   

-These are Christ’s clothes.  Put on Christ is what Paul is saying.  NONE Of these 
clothes 
have “SELF” in them!       

-This is a daily choice!!!! 
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