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Justification by Faith or Something Else? 
Galatians 3:1-14 

I love being with our grandkids.  As I watch them they are often enamored with things 
so quickly and then off to the next thing.  First there was rainbow loom bracelets, the 
next was cars, then the movie Frozen and Ella came out.  Fisher was hilarious as he 
did not like the theme song of Frozen, “Let it go…”   

-We can be the same way, we like this new piece of technology, this year, Apple  
comes out with a new phone or I-pad mini….then were off to something else.   

-In our walk with the Lord, if we are not extremely vigilant the same thing can  
happen and in the process we are completely capable of exchanging what really  
matters for something far less.   

-Through the first two chapters of our study in the book of Galatians we have  
witnessed Paul telling us about his spiritual journey, reminding us that his  ministry 
and message are from God.  He exposes the Judaizers for their false teaching and he 
rigorously defended the Gospel of the grace of God to the Galatians.  A person is  
saved by grace through faith in Christ alone and nothing else.   

-Last week we saw Paul confront Peter and Barnabas and he brings up an important 
word, “Justification.”  “The act of God whereby He declares the believing sinner 
righteous on the basis of Christ’s finished work on the cross.”  Our debt paid in full! 

-In the next two chapters of our study in the book of Galatians he makes his defense 
of the Gospel.  A person is saved by grace through faith and not through the works 
of the law! 

1.  Vs. 1-5, Remember your experience 

-Vs. 1, “bewitched” means to be cast under a spell or to become fascinated with  
something else.  Paul tells them that they are being foolish.  WHY?  You are  
beginning to embrace a doctrine that makes the death of Christ unnecessary.   

-“Publically portrayed” means the posting of a public announcement, to put on a  
poster.  Paul had proclaimed Christ crucified to them while he was with them and 
explained the necessity of his death to them as it relates to the Gospel (they were 
saved) but they were now fixing their attention on the Law instead of the cross! 

-Vs. 2,3, He is reminding them of their personal experience.  When Paul was with 
them God radically changed their lives but the Judizers had invaded the church and  
were convincing them that what happened while Paul was there was not sufficient.   
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-Now Paul was asking them how they received the Holy Spirit?  Do not underestimate 
the critical importance of the Holy Spirit.  Shows us throughout the book and Paul 
makes clear in Romans that the evidence of a persons salvation is the presence of the 
Holy Spirit in their lives.  Romans 8:9, “However, you are not in the flesh but in the 
Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God dwells in you.  But if anyone does not have the  
Spirit of Christ, he does not belong to Him.”  Notice, he is not questioning their  
salvation here.  He is asking them how they received the Spirit.  Was it by faith or by 
works?  They knew the answer when they read the letter.  The Holy Spirit came into 
their lives when they put their faith in Jesus Christ.  So if your journey began through 
Faith in Christ and that is how you received the Holy Spirit, can you go on to maturity 
through the law by depending on your flesh?  By flesh he is not talking about our 
physical bodies but our old selves (our old nature before Christ)   

-We were saved through the Spirit and not the flesh.  We were saved through faith and 
Not the law.  If that is how we begin than that is how we must move forward. 

-Vs. 4, At the end of their first missionary journey Paul and Barnabas told the Galatian 
Churches that suffering was coming and obviously it did.  The reason they were  
suffering was the true Gospel (grace alone, faith alone)!  Living according to the Law 
was not what was bringing about suffering.  Are you suffering in vain? 

-Vs. 5, How does God miraculously transform your lives?  How does He do in your  
life what you could never do yourself?  How did those miracles happen among you?   
Was it through the works of the law (remember, many of these people are Gentiles) or 
through hearing with faith. 

2.  Vs. 6-14, Remember the Word 

-Paul had reminded them of their personal experience and  now he reminds them of the 
evidence from Scripture.  “Remember, we never judge Scripture by our own  
personal experiences, we judge our experiences through the lens of Scripture.”   

-Paul is like, “if you want to go back to the Law, let’s go back before the Law.”  Let’s 
go 
back to Abraham.  Abraham was revered by the Judaizers.  So Paul basically asks, 
“how 
was Abraham saved?” 

-Vs. 6, He quotes Genesis 15:6, Remember that it was most likely Moses who wrote  
Genesis and it was Moses who wrote the Law so Paul is quoting Moses here.  How was  
Abraham (the Father of the Jewish people) justified?  BY FAITH!  So Abraham was  
justified before he was circumcised and before the Law had even been given.  If Abra-
ham 
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was justified before he was even circumcised how can the Judaizers require that Gen-
tiles 
be circumcised so that they will be justified? 

-Vs. 7, It is only by faith is a person justified.  The spiritual descendants of Abraham,  
both Jews and Gentiles have been declared righteous by faith.  Just because you are  
related to Abraham as a Jew does not mean you are related to Abraham spiritually and  
that you have received salvation through this physical relationship.  Your salvation is 
not 
inherited!!!!  Then or today!!!!  
-Vs. 8, Genesis 12:3, says, “That in you (Abraham) all the families of the earth will be 
blessed.”  Way back in Genesis God knew that these uncircumcised Gentiles would be  
justified by faith thus fulfilling His covenant with Abraham back in Gen. 12:3.  God 
was 
announcing the Gospel way back in Genesis 12:3. 

-Vs. 9, Those who are of faith receiving the blessing of Justification just as Abraham 
did. 
God has always justified people by faith! 

-Vs. 10, Paul goes back to scripture and quotes Deut. 27:26, Why quote this?  The  
Judaizer were trying to say that a person could be justified by keeping the law.  Paul is  
pointing out that contrary to what the Judaizers were saying, the law cannot justify, 
rather 
it will only condemn.  Paul quotes Deut. 27:26 to show that a person was required to 
keep  
the law perfectly and if they didn’t a curse was attached to it.   You cannot pick and  
choose what you want to obey.  You had to obey it all!   

-Romans 3:19-20, If I only break one little part of the law, I have failed and have been  
brought under a curse.  Everyone fails at some point so it is utterly impossible for a  
person to be justified by the Law.  Not only are they not justified by the law, they are 
brought under the curse by the law! 

-Vs. 11-12, Paul then quotes Hab. 2:4 and then Lev. 18:5.  You see, some would say, “It 
takes faith to obey the Law.”  Others would say, “Let’s just combine faith and the 
Law.”   
Paul is saying if you are saying you live by the Law then you must be obeying it  
perfectly.  Furthermore your dependence is on the wrong thing.  Depending on the law 
is 
saying if I obey these rules I live (who are your resting on for your salvation?  Your-
self) 
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-Depending on grace is saying, I believe therefore I live!  I am resting on the com-
plete 
Sufficiency of Jesus Christ.  I can add nothing to my salvation! 

-Vs. 13,14, Knowing that all have sinned and all are under the curse of the Law be-
cause 
of our inability to keep the Law perfectly, Christ redeemed—Paid in full the price for 
your sin and mine.  He alone set us free from the curse of the law by having become a 
curse  
for us!  He took our place.   

-Deut. 21:22, 23, “If you sinned they would crucify you, hang you on a tree for all to 
see.   
when dead you would be taken down and buried.  The manner of which Christ died 
was a 
stumbling block to the Jews until…..they realized that He bore their curse on the cross!  
He 
was nailed to a tree for all to see and hung there to die for you and me!   

-He bore the curse of the Law for you and me, so that those of us who believe in Him 
no 
longer live under the curse of the Law.  We have now experienced “In Christ Jesus the 
blessing of Abraham,” which is Justification by faith in Christ alone!  Through faith, 
not  
the works of the Law we have received the promise of the Spirit.   

Application---Take home 
1.  How could these Galatian Christians be bewitched, fooled?  It’s not really hard to  
understand when we look all around us.  Legalism appeals to our flesh.  Religiosity 
appeals to our flesh.  Checking boxes, obeying certain rules, doing so many good 
works 
and looking at those things as somehow a means of gaining favor with God, or making 
ourselves look good among our fellow believers.   

-Spiritual disciplines are a good thing (reading the Bible consistently, praying, serving,  
seeking to do good to all men).  But they are as a result of us being saved, they do not 
save us in and of themselves.  These things can help us mature but our favor with God 
is 
gained not because of what we do, but because of what Christ did for us on the 
cross!!!!! 

2.  Have you come to put your faith in the One who became a curse for you?  There is  
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Good news for you here today.  (Gospel)  Place your faith in Him today….don’t wait! 

3.  The Gospel is just as critical for sanctification as it is for justification!  Justification 
remember is the act of God whereby He declares a believing sinner righteous because 
of the finished work of Christ on his behalf. 

-Sanctification is the process by which we become more and more like Jesus and less 
and 
less like the world we live in!   

-Sanctification is embracing the sufficiency of Christ for our salvation and fully de-
pending 
on the Holy Spirit to produce His fruit in and through us!  It is “NOT” looking for  
anything new to help us.   

-It is by faith alone, in Christ alone we are saved and set a part to do His will, His way 
for 
His glory!!!! 
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