
                      “Living Free”, Study in Galations	 	      Pastor Doug’s, Sermon, April 17, 2016

                                                                                    Slavery or Freedom? 
                                                 Galatians 4:19-31 

-Was the work that Jesus Christ accomplished on the cross enough?   
-What was the purpose of the Law? 
-How was Abraham justified?  
-Is it possible to be saved by grace through faith but grow in Christ through a works  
based religion? 
-If I mix law and grace what will I get?  Why is legalism so dangerous? 

-These are questions we have addressed in past weeks or will address today.  In todays 
text we will conclude Paul’s theological defense of the Gospel and we will see next 
week in chapter 5 Paul getting very practical in helping us understand how one walks 
by grace through faith experiencing the freedom that has come through Jesus Christ. 

-Before we jump into the last half of chapter four, let’s remember what the first half of 
the chapter was about. 
+Paul tells them that while they were under the law they were like the child who was  
under guardians and managers and was really no different than the slaves watching  
over them.  Even though he had an inheritance he had no access to it until re reached 
the age of maturity determined by his father. 
+Jesus came to set them free from the Law and when they placed their faith in Him  
they were adopted into His family.  Our adoption was not as kids but as sons (which 
means the moment the believing sinner receives Jesus as their savior they have a new 
position before God and that is as an adult son or daughter thus being able to draw 
upon our wealth and privileges. 
+The believing sinner receives the gift of the Holy Spirit as a result of this adoption. 
Paul tells them you were in bondage and then set free by the gospel of the grace of 
God. 
+Now you are turning back to legalism and the very thing you have been set free from.   
+You have decided to return to kindergarten. 
+You have decided to go back to immaturity. 
+You are exchanging the power of the Gospel for the inadequacy of the Law.  He  
concludes that section by revealing the motives of the Judaizers (to draw people to 
themselves) and Pauls motive was to point people to Jesus Christ! 

-Vs. 19-20, Pauls love.  Longed for their salvation and now longs that they would be 
set free from the false teachers.  He wants to be present with them so he can walk  
through this with them. 

-Vs. 21, We are going to see Paul go back to Abraham again.  Why?  He wanted to  
drive home the contrast between Law and Grace.  Abraham was revered by the 
Judaizers.  Moses was the author of Genesis, it is considered as part of the Law,  
Abrhaham is the father of the Jewish people.   
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+Remember, to the Judaizers, Jesus was ok, but you had to follow certain customs to  
truly be saved.  
READ 22-31.  What Paul is doing here is using these events that acutally happened 
in history as an allegory to demonstrate the contrast between the Law and Grace.  He 
is saying that this story has a deeper meaning to it. 

-Allegory remember is:  The expression by means of symbolic figures and actions of 
truths or generalizations about human existence.  A symbolic representation. 

-The Story:  Sarah & Hagar 
+When Abraham was around 75 years old God tells Abraham to leave his country for  
Canaan.   
+He promises Abraham to make him a great nations.  He and his wife wanted kids but  
she was barren. 
+Around 10 years later the promised son had not arrived and Sarah is getting impatient, 
after all, they are not getting any younger.  She tells Abraham to take her maid and try  
to have a kid through her.  While this was legal in their society, this was not the will  
Of God. 
+Abraham marries Hagar and she gets pregnant.  Sarah is ticked.  She is so mad at Ha-
gar that she throws her out of the house.  “Can you imagine being in that home?”   
+The Lord promises to take care of Hagar and her son and when Abraham was 86  
Ishmael born. 
+When Abraham was 99 God shows up to Abraham and tells him that the son of prom-
ise is on the way through Sarah and they are to name him Isaac. 
+When 100 years old, Isaac (laughter) is born.   
+When Isaac shows up on the scene it creates a new dynamic in the home. 
+Ishmael has a rival.  He had been his father’s only son for 14 years and now there was  
one competing for his fathers attention.   
+One of the customs of the Jews was to wean their children at age three and they made 
a  big deal of it.  At the feast to celebrate this occasion Ismael begins to mock Isaac. 
+Obviously that created issues and they had to make Hagar and her son Ishmael leave. 
+Abraham was distressed but this is what God wanted him to do (Genesis 21) 

+Many of you have heard this story before but there is much more going on here than a  
problem with a family! 
+Sarah, Isaac, Harar & Ishmael represent important spiritual truths that we must not 
miss! 

-Vs. 22-23, Abrahams two sons: Ishmael was conceived in the flesh representing our  
physical birth.  Isaac was conceived miraculously according to the promise represent-
ing  our spiritual birth (by which become one of His kids). 

-Vs. 24, Hagar (herself a slave, God did not start with her, and she was not supposed to  
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bear a child) represents the Mosaic covenant and the Law. 

+Remember, those who were born under the Law were slaves to the Law. 
+The Law cannot justify, rather, it will only condemn. 
+A person was required to keep the Law perfectly and if they didn’t a curse was at-
tached to it.  If I only break one little part of the Law, I have failed and have been 
brought under a curse. 
+Everyone fails at some point so it is utterly impossible for a person to be justified by 
the Law.  
+Sarah on the other hand represents the Abrahamic covenant, the covenant of promise 
that  was initiated by God and carried no conditions with it.   
+It was the covenant of grace! 
+God started with Sarah and His intention all along was that Sarah bear the child of 
promise but He wanted to do it in such a way that it was unmistakeable the promise 
came from Him!  He began with grace not the Law.   
+Hagar represents the Law, Sarah represents grace. 

-Vs. 25-26, Hagar represents present Jerusalem (1st century) under the rule of the great 
Roman empire, longing to be set free. 
+Sarah represents the heavenly Jerusalem, “Our mother”?  The mother o all children of 
grace.   this city is one which is free, and one day will come to earth (Rev. 21) 

-Vs. 27-29, Paul quotes Isaiah 54:1, referring to Sarah before the birth of Isaac.  Sarah 
was barren, tried to have a child through Hagar but that only brought problems. 
+In the end she actually had more children than Hagar.  She had children of grace.  You  
Galatians are like Isaac, “children of promise.   
+When you were born spiritually by grace through faith it was a miraculous supernat-
ural birth that brought about salvation, adoption, the Holy Spirit….You are not a child 
in bondage.  Just like it was when Ishmael was persecuting Isaac si it is todays as the 
Judaizers (children of Hagar) are persecuting you. 

-Vs. 30-31, What are you to do?  Cast out the bondwoman and her son. They cannot 
live  together!  Get rid of the Judaizers.  Grace and legalism cannot live together.  
When you try and marry the two you only get problems.  You only get bondage, you 
only get slavery.  You do not get freedom.   
+You who have received justification by Christ through faith in Christ alone are chil-
dren of Sarah (the free woman) not Hagar. 

Why is it important to  know this? 

1.  Am I caught up in the performance gospel that appeals to my flesh or living out 
the grace Of God?  Are my preferences---what I want in the church to happen ruling 
over His glory? 
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+The danger of legalism is that rules cannot control your flesh.  The Judaizers looked 
good, They had “set rules” to govern areas of their life  We want to look and sound 
spiritual but our heart is far from Him! 

+The problem with legalism is that it appeals to our pride.  We worship our rules and 
want  to’s, our standards and how we want things to happen and leave God out of the 
picture. 

+Legalism also breeds comparison because we start judging others base on the stan-
dards we think we are living up to that makes us more spiritual.   
-John Stott, “The real reason why the doctrine of Justification by grace alone through 
faith  alone is unpopular is that it is grievously wounding to our pride.”   The law can-
not give life, only grace through faith gives life and growth! 

2.  Have we embraced the Gospel of Christ that Paul is proclaiming or that of the Ju-
daizers?  Paul’s proclamation:   
+Our sufficiency is in Christ alone to save and keep us!  
+He alone has redeemed us by becoming a curse in our place 
+We are saved by grace alone, through faith alone, in Christ alone! 
+We are adopted into His family with full rights and privileges, on no merit or basis of 
our own!  We share in His inheritance.   

“Some Christians stand on the outside looking in only partaking of the crumbs when 
God is offering us a five course meal.” 

-Satan wants you to question the sufficiency of Christ.   
-He wants your circumstances to cause you to question the goodness of God while God 
wants your circumstances to draw you closer to His Son! 

-Worry, Fear, Circumstance—not being able to have kids, your job situation, not find-
ing a spouse, Rules, Sin, Negativity, Bad Attitudes….all happen when “I” feel I have to 
help God out……   

+But when we embrace the sufficiency of Christ and live in the Power of the Holy 
Spirit we will embrace the grace and freedom that He has provided! 

There’s no need to live in slavery-----5:1----“It was for freedom that Christ set us 
free!!!  
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