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                                                Standing for Freedom 
                                                  Galatians 5:1-12 

One of my favorite verses in the bible is Galatians 5:1, “It was for freedom that Christ 
set us free; therefore keep standing firm and do not be subject again to a yoke of 
slavery.”  Our study in book of Galatians brings us to the practical living out of it’s 
truth. 

1.  Vs. 1, Stand firm in the freedom Christ alone provides 

-We all would agree that we want to live “Free” and enjoy the freedom that this 
freedom brings to our lives individually.  Yet, many are living still in bondage to one 
or more of the following things.  Shackled……Yoke……. 
  
-Some were raised in a “performance” based home where you had certain standards 
you had to meet to receive the approval of one or both of your parents.  It seemed that 
some of those standards would shift and we just couldn’t measure up no matter how 
hard we tried.   

-Some were raised in a religious system that we had to do something to gain the  
approval of God or to earn our salvation.  Things like:  
a.  “You have to be baptized to be saved” baptism is important as a mark of being saved 
but not essential for salvation.  Christ does not need our help in providing salvation! 

b.  “You are saved when you confess and repent of your sins”  Repentance is important 
but happens as a result of His saving grace friends.  Because I am saved I will repent 
of my sins.  
     
c.  “To prove you were truly saved you had to speak in tongues…” “You have to  
receive the second blessing so to speak.”  No, no place in scripture do we learn this. 

-Friends true freedom happens when I understand that we are saved from the awfulness 
of hell by grace through faith in Christ alone.  He is totally Sufficient for our salvation 
and reigns Supreme over sin, sickness and death.   

-Keep standing firm……It’s a daily process, moment by moment, don’t get sucked in 
to thinking Christ needs our help in this salvation process.  We have a solid “Rock” to 
stand firm on and live for, our Lord Jesus Christ.  Don’t go back to kindergarten with  
your faith.    

2.  Vs. 2-6, Christ fulfilled the whole law 

-2,3, Remember if Righteousness comes through the Law then Christ died needlessly.   
If you are looking to keep the law as the means to your justification then you must keep  
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all of  it 100% of the time.  Christ is of no benefit to you. 

-What does legalism produce in the person?  Pride, Guilt, Shame, Bondage.  
-4-6, Severed from Christ.  Alienated themselves no longer functioning in the same  
arena Christ functions in and that is one of “Grace” not the “Law.”   

-Fallen from grace:  Does not mean they have lost their salvation.  It simply means they 
have fallen out of the sphere of God’s grace and are choosing to live in the sphere of 
the law….. “Do not be subject again…..”   

-Friends, you cannot live in both Grace and the Law at the same time.  It’s one or the 
other.  Those who live by grace through faith in Christ alone have the Holy Spirit living 
inside them and through the Holy Spirit by faith we are waiting for the hope of the 
Righteous.  We have already been declared righteous (justification) but how  many of 
us 
today are looking forward to the day when our righteousness will be made complete in 
Heaven….Come quickly Lord Jesus, where we will see Him, Jesus Christ, just as He 
is!   

-Those who live by grace depend on the power of the Holy Spirit in their lives while  
those who live by the law depend on their own accomplishments and have nothing to 
look forward to! 

-What matters as a Christ follower is not whether or not you have been circumcised but  
is faith working in and through you in love!  While salvation is by grace through faith 
in Christ alone, a true authentic saving faith works itself out in love for Christ and to 
others! 

-2 Cor. 8:9, the richness of Grace!  “For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,  
that though He was rich, yet for your sake He became poor, that you through His  
poverty might become rich.”  Don’t keep living like a pauper have to prove something! 

-Through the Holy Spirit power, we are able to live and walk rightly demonstrating the 
behavior and speech that represent our Savior well.   
 -Freedom not bondage 
 -Temptation resisted to live in the flesh 
 -Walking in the joy, peace and hope He has provided…not guilt and shame! 

3.  Vs. 7-12, Keep running well! 

-Remember Paul is speaking to believers here.  They were running well and someone 
came in and knocked them off track.  Judaizers.  These believers had started the race 
of grace through faith in Christ alone and were growing in His grace and knowledge 
gy faith in Christ.  Someone from the Judaizers---came in and leavened their walk. 
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-Leavened:  When you read of this in scripture it does not usually represent something 
good.  In fact, it usually represents evil.  It was small, but if you didn’t do anything  
with it would grow and impact everything, negatively.  Yeast…..that was not good. 

-This is what the false teachers do.  They start small and it grows and makes a huge 
negative impact. 
-Paul expresses confidence that they will understand what he is saying and turn from 
their ways and that the leader of the Judaizers will bear his judgment. 

-The cross was the stumbling block (an offense) t the false teachers because the Gospel 
Paul was preaching proclaimed that man is completely unable to do anything to  
contribute to their salvation. 

-When the cross came the Mosaic Law system, which included circumcision and  
obedience to the dietary laws plus many more was no longer necessary.  Think of 
how hard this had to be for a Jew to grasp.   

-Circumcision used to be a sign of the Covenant between God and man but now after 
the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ it carried “No” spiritual value.  Paul wanted 
the Judaizers to castrate themselves (figuratively speaking) so that they would not 
longer 
be able to produce any more children of slavery. 

Application: 
1.  We have a choice, to either stay on the path of freedom that leads to life and growth. 
the path of grace alone, by faith alone, in Christ alone!  Or be diverted to a path that 
leads to bondage, pride, guilt and shame.   

-The greatest motivation to live for His glory, His way------Grace freely given.   

-The Grace of Christ leads to holiness and humility. 

-The Grace of Christ leads also to us having a passion to tell others about the “Freedom 
that can be theirs in Christ alone!”   

“Amazing Grace….How sweet the sound that saved a wretch like me!”   
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