
                      “It’s the cards we’re dealt…”	 	 Pastor Doug’s, Devotional, May 11, 2016

Dear Friends, 

I quit playing cards long ago because I could never figure out how to 
shuffle.  To many ended up on the floor, if you know what I mean.   

Recently I was diagnosed with "3rd nerve palsy."  Now I have to tell you, 
I had never heard of this, but do know the results so well.  Left eye shut, 
can't open the lid.  When I force it open I see double, sometimes triple 
and it's almost all blurry.  Fortunately the right eye is fine.  The eye spe-
cialist felt that it should heal itself within six months and if not there are 
many more people worse off than you are (she didn't say that by the way 
but..) 

I have always liked the card analogy when facing one or more of life's tri-
als that we all will face, be it the loss of a job, a difficult family situation, 
the loss of personal health like this eye situation etc..  We can't choose 
what often comes our way or the cards that life deals us.  What we can 
choose though is "how we play them."  We can get angry, bitter and lash 
out and throw the cards down and stomp away, refusing to play on, or we 
can play them to the best of our ability----live life for His glory, His 
way.....regardless.   

As a Christ follower, we are assured of one thing and that His love will 
never leave or forsake us no matter what life's storms are that we face.  
Representing Him, in the manner He deserves, with the character, 
speech and thought life that is pleasing to Him, though hard is always 
right!!!!   

I can't shuffle the deck, but I do choose each moment of the day how to 
live.  His glory is so much more significant than our present pleasure.   

Play on... well, friends! 

Doug
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