
                      “Living Free”, Study in Galations	 	      Pastor Doug’s, Sermon, May 22, 2016

 In What Are You Boasting? 
 Galatians 6:11-18 

From the opening section of the book of Gal. we have seen that Paul was in a battle. 
The seriousness of this letter could not be overstated.  Read 1:1-10, These young 
believers had to understand the seriousness of their actions and especially those 
of the Judaizers.  They were not just turning to a different theology, but were in the 
process of deserting God Himself and the message of the Gospel. 
-They were trading grace for legalism.   
-Freedom for bondage.  Friends we don’t become a Christian by obeying a certain 
set of rules.  One becomes a Christian when they by faith receive the gift of  
salvation through Christ which was given simply by grace. 

-Paul has helped us understand that we are made pure, cleansed simply by grace  
through faith in Christ alone.  He has given us a theologically sound explanation 
as to why this is so.  He has explained that we are free and how we are to live out 
that freedom through surrendering our will to Him, denying our fleshly desires and 
making the choice to live in the Spirit.  When we do the fruit that comes from our life  
is the fruit of the Spirit not the fruit of the flesh.  Note the contrasts we have studied: 

-Choose freedom or slavery 
-Grace through faith or try to be justified by the works of the law (which is  
impossible). 
-Submitting to your flesh or submitting to the Spirit of God 
-Living for His glory, His way or self-centered desires or pleasures.   

-Today we will look at the final contrast….Boasting in self---or Boasting in Christ! 

-Pray 

1.  Vs. 11,  Emphatic closing statement 

 -Paul would have a scribe write his letters, but here he takes the pen and writes in  
large letters this closing paragraph.   In LARGE LETTERS, possibly capital letters. 
Some believe it is because his eye sight was poor, I think that he took this approach 
to give one more final, emphatic statement regarding the importance of the message 
he had been proclaiming! 

2.  Vs. 12, 13, The Focus of the Judaizers—Self driven 

-The Judaizers were concerned about one thing:  Making themselves look good.   
Why did they care about these Gentile believers being circumcised?  So they could 
boast of their own religious achievements! 
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-They proclaimed that circumcision was necessary for salvation, but they were not 
interested in glorifying Christ.  They were interested in glorifying self.  They loved 
the law as it was a way of comparison and competing, to show how good they  
were looking.  Paul even said they preached circumcision to avoid persecution. 
They were fence sitters so to speak.  They wanted the Christians to think they 
were Christians and those that followed the Mosaic Law to thing they were  
followers of the Mosaic Law.  They would not fully embrace the cross or the 
ramifications of the cross.  They mixed law and grace.  To embrace the cross 
fully meant they would have to embrace the sufficiency of Christ and that there 
was no need for the law.   

-They wanted others to be circumcised so they could boast about their success. 
they used statistics to glorify themselves not Jesus Christ! 

-There are many like this today, who stand in the middle on everything so that  
they don’t have to experience any repercussions for standing for the truth!  They 
want to be liked by everyone.   “He who stands for nothing, falls for everything!” 

-Does growth cause you to boast in yourself, our church or in Christ alone? 
   
3.  Vs. 14-16, The Focus for Christ Followers—Christ alone 

-Paul now takes us to the centrality of Jesus Christ.  Boasting in the cross!!! 
This sounds so spiritual, but we MUST UNDERSTAND THAT OUR FLESH 
DOES NOT LIKE THE MESSAGE OF THE CROSS.  The true message of 
the cross ruins our pride.  We look at the cross as a sentimental ornament that 
people wear around their necks.   

-People living during this time looked at the cross completely different.  It was a 
symbol of rejection and shame, and was the lowest form of death.  Those that 
were crucified were publically humiliated!   

-Paul says, I refuse to boast in myself!!!  The only thing I have to boast in is the 
Cross of our Lord Jesus Christ.  He was not glorifying in the brutality of the cross 
but He knew who hung on the cross and what the cross meant.  It was through 
the cross that Jesus hung on that victory over sin, sickness and death was achieved. 

-Paul knew Jesus and had a relationship with Him.  Before He came to Jesus Paul 
was a legalist and the thought of Jesus coming to sacrifice Himself on the cross 
was ridiculous to him.  All that changed on the road to Damascus when Paul  
came to faith in Christ.   

-No longer was the cross a symbol of death and slavery but that of life and liberty. 
Gal. 2:20-21.  Look again at the ramifications of the complete work of the cross: 
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Shame, guilt, victory over the flesh, hope for all eternity in glory.  No reason to 
boast in self.  But Christ alone!!!! 

-“Because of that Cross, I have been crucified in relation to the world, set free  
From the stifling atmosphere of pleasing others and fitting into the little patterns 
they dictate.”   

-Circumcision or keeping the dietary law means nothing!  What matters is are we 
a part of the new creation 2 Cor. 5:17 that comes when a person is born again! 

-How does this happen?  By grace alone, through faith alone in Christ alone! 

-Peace and mercy are for those who walk by this rule!!!   

-Israel of God….Those Jews who would walk by faith in Christ.  They were born 
as a child of Abraham and born again as a child of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

-1 Peter 2:9,10 

-As it relates to our life, we really only have ONE thing to boast about, “Jesus Christ!” 
By the grace of God I am what I am!  Anything that happens through our life and 
in and through this church should result in the boasting of our Lord Jesus Christ 
who through His death, burial and resurrection, defeated Satan, Sin, and death 
and set us free, enabling us to walk in freedom. 

4.  Vs. 17, 19, Branded in Christ 

-Paul is talking about a sign of ownership on his body.  Cattle and slaves were  
branded to show marks of ownership.  Paul is saying that the marks on his body  
which were a result of persecution for the sake of Christ were physical evidence 
that he was a slave of Christ, not afraid of persecution or trying to please men,  
but boasting in Christ and Christ alone. 

-Note how Paul finishes his letter, “Now to the law of our Lord Jesus Christ… 
NO----“The GRACE of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit, brethren.   
Amen!”   Enough said!  May it be so!!!!  

-Freedom or slavery 
-Grace or law 
-Walking in the flesh or the Holy Spirit of the living God 

Living for His glory, His way……WHY?  Because of the Supremacy of Christ and 
The Sovereign rule of God!!!!   
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-(Hand out magnets….ushers have one for you as you leave) 

Closing song.  “On Christ the solid rock I stand”   
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