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“It is ‘Always’ time to Praise” 
                                                        Psalm 95 

-On June 16th, 2008 I was awakened at 6 AM out at Camp Maranatha where I was  
directing Sr. High Camp.  The operator quickly told me to hold on my son in law 
Gregg was needing to talk to me.  Gregg and our daughter Jodie and their two sons 
were with me and part of the team that helped lead a large group of teens that week. 
did I mention our daughter was 7 months pregnant with their third child?  Well,  
Gregg on the other end of the phone said rather excitedly that his father was taking 
Jodie to the hospital, she had started bleeding in the night and I might want to hurry 
and get there as it appeared the baby was coming two months pre mature. 

-I quickly got in the car, drove the 15 miles to the NP hospital---I had always feared 
having to go to the NP hospital by the way while I was at camp….reputation was 
not that good.   I got there and I was told that Jodie was in delivery by the nurse and 
some things had not gone well.  Of course I prayed…….   

-Jodie’s bleeding had started internally several hours before, her “Placenta” had 
ruptured, she was bleeding to death, her organs were shutting down as they were 
sending all their resources to that area of the body.  The Dr. in the emergency room 
spotted the problem right away and quickly called in the OBGYN surgeon where 
they performed an emergency “C” section to try and save Jodie’s life and hope- 
fully the Babies life.   

-The little girl was born, lungs not fully developed, oxygen levels not good, and  
other complications.  They put her in the NICU there at the NP hospital hoping  
the baby would survive.  Jodie continued to bleed, slowly bleeding to death.  The 
Dr.’s did all they could.  They were in contact with the kids Dr.s in Lincoln, and 
we prayed…..and prayed.  Grandma Shada rushed to NP from Kearney and we 
prayed.   

-Well, God was merciful and gracious to us.  Her bleeding begin to stop in the  
next few days and the baby girl, whom they named Madeline Grace after two 
Great grandma’s spent one night on the ventilator, and then started breathing on 
her own…..still going strong 8 years later.  Thank you Lord!!!! 

-Some unbelievable things took place which showed God’s Sovereign hand.   
when the call when out over the HP intercom, some code they used a head nurse 
picked up the phone and called the Dr. and asked how she could help, the surgeon 
told her about a woman from Crete who was at this camp outside of town whose 
Placenta had split.  The nurse asked her name and he said Jodie Madsen.  The 
nurse rushed in to the hospital to assist in the surgery of one of her best friends  
from college birth.  Joy the nurse and Jodie grew up together at Camp and went  
to UNL together and was a part of the College Group at Lincoln Berean. 
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-The Pediatrician from NP that over saw Madge’s ten days in the NP hospital was 
also Gregg’s pediatrician when he grew up and had trained Dr. Brent Willman who 
was the pediatrician that the kids were using in Lincoln a godly man.  When Dr.  
Willman heard who the attending Pediatrician was for Madge he assured Gregg and  
Jodie of not only his complete trust in this man but his deep respect for him. 

-“It is ‘Always’ Time to Praise the Lord.”  No matter how tough life is and how 
hard the circumstances……Our Sovereign Lord rules and reigns supreme. 

Psalm 95, A Psalm of Praise/Thanksgiving.  It was written in response to the annual  
feast of Tabernacles for the children of Israel to look back on their ancestors’  
wilderness Wanderings, to look around at the beautiful bountiful harvest and looked  
up to give thanks to the Lord. 

-We are given three admonitions to obey in this Psalm. 

1.  Vs. 1-5, Come and Praise the Lord 

-1,2, How we should praise Him.  A communal praise, not just individual, “Come” 
together, joyfully, enthusiastically…..even to shout……wholly focused on the  
Lord!  We are in His presence---let us come----to meet God face to face.  We  
should be thankful in our praise as we extol the Lord for His great mercies and grace 
to each of us! 

-3-5, Why we should praise Him.  Because He is great and above the false gods of  
this world.   

-My previous thoughts of the NP hospital did not take into consideration that the 
God of Heaven was Sovereign over all!  He was the blessed controller over all and 
nothing was going to come into our life without His permission.   

-Some great texts that have been good for me this week to ponder: 
-1 Tm. 1:17, “Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only God, to be  
honor and glory forever and ever Amen.” 

-1 Tim. 6:15, 16, “He who is the blessed and only Sovereign, the King of kings, and 
The Lord of Lord’s, who alone possesses immortality and dwells in unapproachable 
light; whom no man has seen or can see.  To Him be honor and eternal dominion!   
Amen.”   

-The World, the Flesh and the Devil have all kinds of gods to worship, but our God 
Is the King over all!!!!  Worthy of our praise and worship!  Note what we are to do: 
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2.  Vs. 6-7a, Bow Down and Worship the Lord 

-Praise means looking up, but worship means bowing down.  It is not wrong to lift 
our hands in praise, just as it is so vital we bow our knee and heart in Worship! 
-True worship involves realizing the awesomeness of God and experiencing the 
Reverence, Respect and Fear He deserves from our heart.  As it is not wrong to 
Praise the Lord, it is equally not wrong and so significant to ow in worship of 
Who He is, what He has done and is doing.  For He alone is Jehovah, the Lord, 
the covenant making, and covenant keeping God.  He is our Maker and our 
Shepherd.   

-He made us, He saved us, and He cares for us! 

-Jubilation and adoration have it’s place right beside each other. 

3.  Vs. 7b-11,  Hear and Obey the Lord 

-The great response of worship from the life of a Christ follower is to Obey! 

-Hearing and Heeding God’s word are central to His worship!   

-“How tragic when worshippers go home with full notebooks and empty hearts.”   

-The writer reached back and cited two tragic events in the history of Israel--- 
The complaining at Rephidim (Ex. 17:1-7) and their unbelief and disobedience at  
Kadesh Barnea (Num. 13-14).  That generation of the children of Israel missed  
the “Rest in the promised land” that God had promised. 

-Christian—our “rest” includes the salvation rest and the inheritance we have  
in and through Christ.   

-God’s admonition to the church today—you and me as Christ followers—is to 
live by faith, and ‘faith comes by hearing and hearing by the Word of God.”  The 
Jews refused to hear His Word but hardened their hearts instead. 

-Don’t harden your heart….stay away from complaining….this just isn’t fair.. 
instead join us in: 
-Looking back and seeing all the way the Lord has led us.   

-Look around and see the bountiful harvest…watching this joy filled 8 year old 
running and playing 

-Look up and give thanks to the Lord, Praising His glorious name!   
 -1 Tm. 1:17, “Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only God,  be  
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Honor and glory forever and ever Amen.” 

-1 Tim. 6:15, 16, “He who is the blessed and only Sovereign, the King of kings, and 
The Lord of Lord’s, who alone possesses immortality and dwells in unapproachable 
Light; whom no man has seen or can see.  To Him be honor and eternal dominion!   
Amen.”   
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