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Dear Friends, 

None of us like going through trials of any sort.  Yet so often those trials 
are used of God to mature us as Christ followers.  But the trial that Job 
went through seems so "out of sight" huge.   

Losing all his possessions, all his children die, on top of that he had three 
counselors that, well let's say did not necessarily represent the Lord and 
His truth well at all (I pray regularly that I would not be like those three 
counselors as I work with people.  The only right thing they did was care 
enough to go see their friend who was going through such trials.  Then if 
all that is not bad, Job's wife said, "Why don't you just curse God and 
die."  Not the kind of encouragement you need from a help mate.   

Friends, I try to read through the OT once a year and always look for-
ward to reading the book of Job.  It is a great reminder to me that no 
matter how good things seem to be going, how right we try to walk, there 
will be trials in our life.  I am learning (present tense) some simple truths: 
-Trials are not punishment from God but can be stepping stones to matu-
rity as we respond rightly to them.  It is never the trial that should mark 
us, but our response to the trial that can mature us! 
-"Life is not about you and me, it is about God's glory, we don't have to 
survive," is a quote that has been good for me to grow in.  What we must 
do, as Christ followers, since we have the promise that God never leaves 
or forsakes us, that He has given us the wonder of eternity with Him for-
ever, is trust Him, regardless.  We seldom, if ever will see the big picture, 
but He does and our hope needs to be in Him, not our control of this or 
that issue. 
-Complaining about the state of life we find ourselves in only takes us 
down and those closest to us.   
-There can be fullness of Joy in the midst of the trials, as our joy is root-
ed in a deepening relationship with the Lord.   
-Trials should not be feared, instead, with a faithful vertical look, we keep 
going, serving and honoring Him with our life until He takes us 
home.....Regardless. 

Dr. Charles Ryrie says this about the great lesson of the book of Job, "If 
we know God, we do not need to know why He allows us to experience 
what we do.  He is not only in control of the universe and all its facets, 
but also of our lives and He loves us.  Though His ways are sometimes 
beyond our comprehension, we should not criticize Him for His dealings 
with with us or with others.  God is always in control of all things, even 
when He appears not to be."   
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Make today a great day friends, 

Doug
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